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PREFACE.

TrE few following remarks are all that seem necessary,
by way of preface, regarding the contents of this small
volume,

For the Introductory Sketch I alone am responsible.
It is based upon personal observation and inquiry, during
a residence of ten years in the country, and I have
inserted nothing in it but what, to the best of my belief,
is correct as far as it goes. It does not, of course, pre-
tend to be a full account of the country; for such a work
is hardly possible while our relations with Nepil remain
as they are at present, and would, moreover, be out of
place in a book of this sort.

The translation of the History has been made by
Shew Shunker Singh, the Mir Munshi attached to the
British Residency, who has lived in Nepal for nearly
thirty years. He was assisted, when necessary, by
Pandit Shri Guninand, who is a native of Nepal,
residing at Patan, and whose ancestors, for many gene-

rations, have been the compilers of this History.
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I am not myself an Oriental scholar, and have had
nothing to do with the translation beyond revising it
for publication, and adding a few notes regarding the
customs and places mentioned. The work translated
is the Vansavali or Genealogical History of Nepil,
according to the Buddhist recension. The original
manuscript, written in Parbatiya with an admixture of
Sanskrit and Newarl, is in the possession of Professor
Cowell. There is another redaction, or at all events a
similar work, recognised by the Gorkhas and Hindd
races of the country, copies of which are in the British
Museum and the University Library of Cambridge.

At the present time the orthography of Oriental
proper names is somewhat unsettled. In general,
throughout the History, the names have been written
as nearly as possible in their original form, the vowels
having the Italian sounds. The different sounds of the
letters d, t, s and sh, in Sanskrit, have not been systema-
tically indicated by points or otherwise. The Munshi
often uses kh for sh, j for y, and b for v. In the names
of some well-known places, and in such familiar words as
Durbar, Jung, etc., the usual spelling has been retained,
more especially in the Introduction. Some names may
be found spelled differently in different places, but this is
usually not owing to any mistake, but because the words
have intentionally been given as written in the original

manuscript.
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The Illustrations are copies of drawings made for me
by a native of Nepal. Though not of much value as
works of art, they convey a very fair idea of the places
and objects represented. The Portraits are from photo-
graphs taken by a friend.

The Appendix contains, among other things, a short |
vocabulary, Parbatiya and Newari; some Newari songs,
with a literal translation; and a list of the manuscripts
which I have procured for the University Library of
Cambridge. These, though of slight interest to the
general reader, may, I am told, prove interesting .to
Oriental scholars. :

In conclusion, I must acknowledge my obligations to
Professor Cowell of Cambridge, and Professor Eggeling of
Edinburgh, both of whom have given me much assistance
in the correct writing of Sanskrit words. My brother,
Professor W. Wright of Cambridge, has greatly helped
me in revising the proof-sheets and superintending the
publishing of the work, the cost of which has been most
liberally undertaken by the Syndics of the University
Press at Cambridge.

DANIEL WRIGHT.

CAMBRIDGE,
12th January, 1877.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

PLATE 1. FRONTISPIECE.
Sir June Bamapur RaNi, G.C. B, G.C. 8.1, etc., etc.

He is dressed in a Chinese robe of silk, lined and trimmed with
fur, and wears the insignia of the Bath and other decorations. His
jewelled headdress is said to be worth £15,000. His right hand rests
on his sword, to which is attached a long handkerchief.

PLATE 11, p. 10.
THE SQUARE IN FRONT OF THE PALACE AT KATHMANDU.

In it may be seen various temples and monoliths. The Hanuman
gate and the stone with Raja Pratipa Malla’s prayer are on the left-
hand side. The figure of Hanumin has an umbrella over it.

PLATE IIL, p. 17.

THE TEMPLE BUILT RY BHUPATINDRA MALLA, AT BHATGAON, A.D. 1703.

PLATE IV., p. 23.

VIEW OF THE CHAITYA AND OTHER BUILDINGS ON THE SUMMIT OF THE
SWAYAMBHU HILL.

At the top of the staircase stands the large brazen bajra, mentioned
in the Introduction (p. 24). The buildings to the extreme right and left
give a good idea of the houses occupied by the lower and middle classes
in the towns. In front are groups of worshippers, Newaris and Bhotiyas ;
one of the latter is twirling in his hand a small prayer-cylinder.



xiv - DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES.

PLATE V., p. 28.

A RANT oR NEPALESE LADY OF RANK.

PLATE VI, p. 43.

TrE FIVE BupDHAS; THE FIVE TARAS, THEIR WIVES; AND THE FIVE
BODHISATWAS, THEIR SONS.

These images are worshipped by the Nepalese Buddhists.

PLATE VII, p. 78.
THE FoOTSTEPS OF MANJUSRI AND OF BUDDHA. .

These are carved on stone, and let into the pavement in front of a
temple or holy place.

PLATE VIIL, p. 80.
VIEW OF THE HILL ON WHICH THE SWAYAMBHU CHAITYA STANDS.

The mountain to the right is Nagarjun. Houses of Newari agri-
culturists, shrines, and patis, are in the foreground. In the centre of
the picture, on the road leading through the wood to the temple, is seen
the colossal figure of Sakya Muni (p. 23).

PLATE IX., p. 100.
ViEw oF THE TEMPLE oF BODHNATH.

In the niches in the outer wall may be seen the prayer-cylinders,
which are twirled by worshippers.

PLATE X, p. 116.

MATIRAJYA CHAITYA, THE ASOKA CHAITYA ON THE PARADE-GROUND OF
PATAN.



DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES. XV

PLATE XI.,, p. 174.
SPECIMENS OF SEVERAL FORMS OF CHAITYAS.

The central one is an old, pure Buddhist, mound-temple. That to
the left is a more modern Buddhist form. The one to the right is a
mixed Hindid and Buddhist shrine, combining the linga and jalhari with
Buddhist figures,
PLATE XII.,, p. 193.

GATEWAY AND WINDOW OF THE DURBAR BUILT AT BHATGAON, A.D. 1697,
BY RAJA BHUPATINDRA MALLA.

The oval in the centre of the carved window, immediately above
the door, contains the piece of glass mentioned in the text.

PLATE XIII, p. 213.

THE PRAYER COMPOSED, AND WRITTEN IN FIFTEEN CHARACTERS, BY Rasa
PraTira Marra, A.D. 1654.

It is inscribed on a stone, built into the wall of the Palace at
Kathmandi, near the Hanumin gate (Plate IL.).

PLATE XIV., p. 267.

DHARA OR FOUNTAIN, BUILT BY GENERAL BHIMASENA IN THE REIGN OF
RAaJx GIRBAN-JUDDHA VIKRAM SAH.

In the background is a pati or dharmasala.

PLATE XV., p. 284.
THE PRESENT K1NG oF NEPAL, SrRT SURENDRA VIEKRAM SAH.

PLATE XVI, p. 288.

GENERAL JAGAT JUNG BAHADUR, THE ELDEST S8ON OF SIR JUNG BAHADUR,
IN MILITARY UNDRESS. '
Behind him stands an officer of the Nepalese army, in the ordinary
summer-dress of a Gorkhali gentleman. He carries a kukhri in his
kamarband or waistband.
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SKETCH

OF THE

PORTION OF THE COUNTRY OF NEPAL,

WHICH 18

OPEN TO EUROPEANS.

CHAPTER 1

Preliminary remarks. Description of the road leading to the Valley of
Nepal. The Valley itself. Hills around it. Rivers. Extent,
Kathmandi. lts buildings, temples, and palaces. Parade-ground.
Thapatali, the residence of Sir Jung Bahadur. British Residency.
Willow avenue. Description of Patan. Description of Bhatgaon,
Kirtipiir, and other towns. .Pashupati and its temples. Gaukarna.
Bodhnitha. Bailaji, Swayambhinatha, Patis and Dharas,

As any one may ascertain by consulting a map of India,
the kingdom of Nepal is a small independent State,
situated on the north-eastern frontier of Hindustan.
It is a strip of country about five hundred miles long
and a hundred and thirty broad, lying between the
snowy range of the Himalaya on the north, Sikkhim on
the east, and the provinces of British India on the south
and west. ‘ _
W. N. 1
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The name Nepil, however, is restricted by the
natives of the country to the valley surrounding the
capital, and it is of this portion of the country alone
that the following history and the present sketch treat.
This is the only part of the kingdom which is open
to the investigations of Europeans; and it would be
a hopeless task to attempt the description of places
which cannot be visited, or the collection of accurate
information regarding a country where every inquiry
made by a European is viewed with the most jealous
suspicion, where the collection of statistics is looked on
as mere folly, and where, above all, Baron Miinchausen
himself would have been considered a marvel of accuracy
and truthfulness !

After leaving the frontier-station of Segowli, there
is little to attract the notice of the traveller till he
reaches the sal forest. The first portion of the road,
as far as Ruksow], is, like most of the roads in Tirhiit
and Chumpirun, a very fair driving road, with bridges
over the rivers and nullahs. Beyond this there is a
mere rough cart-track, as far as Simrabasa, which is a
small village close to the margin of the forest. From
‘this village a narrow sandy road passes almost straight
through the forest to Bichiakori or Bichakoh, which
consists of a few huts and a large powah or traveller’s
house of rest, and 1s situated on the bank of a shallow
stream.

The road now lies along the bed of this stream, and
is very rough, but still passable by bullock-carts during
the dry season. After a mile or two, the road runs
through the Chiriaghatti range of hills, passing be-
neath sandy cliffs several hundred feet in height and
crowned with firtrees and other timber. After about
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six miles, the road quits the bed of the river, and again
enters a forest of sal trees, growing on low undulating
hills. Here much of the timber used in Kathmanda
is cut during the cold season. The road then crosses
a small stream, the Kurri, by a wooden bridge; and
about a mile beyond this it reaches the village of
Hetowra.

Here there is a large powah, and, in the cold season,
a considerable village; but the place is almost deserted
from April to November on account of the d@oul, or
malarious fever, which is deadly to all except the natives
of the Terai. During the cold weather almost all the
imports for the supply of Nepal pass through Hetowra,
and, in consequence, a Nepalese officer and guard of
soldiers are stationed there, who however retire to the
hills as soon as the hot weather sets in.

The road now winds along the banks of the Rapti,
and the scenery for some eight or ten miles is as grand
as can be found in almost any part of the lower Hima-~
laya. An excellent road has been cut from Hetowra
to Bhimphédi, and bridges have been thrown across
the river in several places. This work was executed
by the soldiers of the Nepalese army between 1865 and
1870. About eight miles from Hetowra are the village
and powah of Nimbiatar, and seven miles farther on
stands the village of Bhimphadi. All along this valley
there is a considerable amount of cultivation, wherever
the land is level enough to admit of it; and near Bhim-
phédi there are several small hamlets.

From Bhimphédi the road passes up a most rugged
and precipitous hill, on which stands the small fort of
Sisaghuri or Chisapani, so named from a spring of
very cold water a little above the fort. The fort is

1—2
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about sixteen hundred feet above the level of the
village of Bhimphédi, and it takes a traveller nearly
an hour and a half to reach it. Sisaghuri is in the
hot weather the quarters of the officer and guard that
go to Hetowra in the cold weather, and there is a
small village below the fort, where custom duties are
levied on all goods and travellers entering the country.

. The road now runs upwards to a gap, near the top
of the ridge on which the fort stands, at a height of
about 2,300 feet above Bhimphédi. The descent on the
northern side is not so steep nor so long as the ascent,
but is still rugged and difficult. At the foot of the
hill runs a clear rapid stream, up which the road pro-
ceeds, crossing it in several places by temporary bridges
made of stones and brushwood. In the cold season this
stream is small, but in the rains it becomes formidable,
and in one place it has been found necessary to throw
a lofty bridge across it. The hills on both sides of the
bed of this stream are steep and bare. At the extremity
of the gorge stand a powah and a small village named
Markht, after passing which the road lies over a low,
bare, undulating range of hills, called the Ekdunta, till
the valley of Chitlong or little Nepal is entered.

This valley is well cultivated, and contains several -
small villages. It is on a higher level than the large
valley of Nepil, and in consequence its climate is con-
siderably colder. It is subject, too, to violent storms of
wind and hail, which frequently do much injury to
the crops. After passing through Chitlong, the road
runs over the mountain-range of Chandragiri. This
range is steep and rugged but well wooded, and the
ascent from Chitlong is by no means equal in these
respects to the descent into the Nepil valley. From
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the summit of the pass a magnificent view is obtained
of both valleys?,

The Valley of Nepal, in which stands the capital of
the country, and in which are the residence of the court
and the head-quarters of the army, is an extensive tract
of comparatively level ground, entirely surrounded by
lofty mountains. Its length from east to west is about
twenty miles, and its breadth from north to south about
fifteen. The length and breadth vary greatly, as there
are numerous spurs running out from the hills and en-
closing narrow valleys, but the above is a fair statement
of the average length and breadth. The more promi-
nent mountain-peaks are named as follows: to the east,
Mahadeo Pokhri; to the north, Munichiir, Seopiri,
Kukani and Kowhilia; to the west, Nagirjun; to the
south, Chandragiri, Champa Devi, Phurphing, and
Phiilchowk. The last-mentioned is the highest of the
surrounding peaks, measuring 9,720 feet above the level
of the sea?. The other peaks vary from 6,000 to 7,500
feet. The level of the valley itself is 4,500 feet above
the sea.

1 Route from Segowli to Kathmanda.

Stages, Miles. Rivers erossed.
Segowli to Ruksowl ......... | 16 | Sikrana, Ruksowl, Tilaway.
Ruksowl to Simrab3sa...... 14 | Ruksowl and Tilaway,
Simrabasa to Bichaksh .... | 10 | Small stream.
Bichakoh to Hetowrah...... 12 | Kurra.
Hetowra to Nimbuat&r ... 7 | Samri and Rapti.
Nimbuaatar to Sisaghuri ... 8 | Small stream.
Sisaghuri to Markhi ....... 7 | Markha.
Markhi to Thankat ......... 8 | Small stream.
Thankot to Kathmanda ... 7 | Kalimati and Vishnumati,

2 The height is 80 given in maps, but with the aneroid I did not find it to be
more than 9,300. Possibly, however, my instrument was not correct.
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The surface of the valley consists of ground on two
levels, constituting a series of table-lands (tars), and val-
leys (kholas), through each of which latter a small stream
usually flows, though many of these are dried up in
the hot season. The difference in level between the
tars and kholas varies greatly. Near the base of the
hills it is not great, but it rapidly increases towards
the centre of the valley, and in some places the precipi-
tous edges of the tars are from 30 to 100 feet in
height.

The country is well watered, but none of the streams
are of great size, as they all rise from the neighbouring
hills. Some of them are mere mountain-torrents, and
are quite dried up in the hot weather; but others, which
rise from springs at the foot of the hills, always contain
a fair amount of water. The principal streams are the
Bagmati and Vishnumati, The former rises from the
northern side of the Seopiiri peak, and enters the valley
through a narrow gorge, about the middle of the northern
side. It flows south and south-west to its junction with
the Vishnumati. The latter rises from the southern
side of Seopiri and Kukani, towards the north-west
corner of the valley, and flows south and south-east.
Both streams receive numerous small tributaries, so that
when they unite, just to the south of Kathmandu,
they form a considerable river. The united stream flows
south-east, passing through a rocky ridge, which crosses
the valley, by means of a deep narrow cleft, which is
spanned by an iron suspension bridge, the only one of
the kind in the ocountry. The river makes its exit
through the hills at the south-east corner of the valley,
and its banks are there steep and in many places im-
passable.
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Both the above-mentioned rivers, and also several
of the smaller streams, are crossed by well-built bridges,
which, with few exceptions, have been erected during the
present reign, or, more properly speaking, while the
present minister, Sir Jung Bahadur, has been in power.
These bridges are all built upon massive sal piles and
cross beams, also of sal, on which is laid a strong road
of brickwork, with a parapet of about two or three feet
in height.

The valley is almost entirely under cultivation, and,
as irrigation is much employed, its surface is almost
never destitute of a crop of some sort. From the eastern
extremity of the valley a road passes through a rocky
defile leading to a long narrow valley called Banépa;
and from this another road leads southwards across the
hills to the town and valley of Panowti, which can also
be reached by a path from the main valley across the
northern shoulder of Phillchowk. Both these valleys are
fertile and well-cultivated. The streams which -water
them run to the east and join the Kisi.

At the western end of the valley are two deep
valleys, the Dhiini and Kolpa Biyasi. The former is
the more southerly of the two, and is on a much lower
level than Kathmanda. The streams from these valleys
run to join the Gunduk.

From the north-east corner of the valley a rugged
path runs across Kukani. This is the main road leading
to Gorkha and to Tibet. From the summit of the pass
a magnificent view of the Himalaya snowy range is
obtained, the foreground being occupied by numerous
minor ranges, some of which too are always snow-capped,
and between which lie several large, fertile, well-watered
valleys.
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The principal peaks of the snowy range seen from
Kukani are: Mount Everest, 29,000 feet; Gosiin
Than, 26,000 feet; Yasa and Mutsipttra, 24,000 feet;
and the so-called Diwalgiri, 26,800 feet. There are
many intermediate peaks, and on a favourable day
the snow may be seen from Kinchinjunga on the east to
Diwalgiri on the west, stretching over at least 120
degrees of the horizon,

The principal valleys seen from the pass are the Liku
and Taddi Kholas and the valley of Noakot. Through
the latter runs the Trisil Gunga, a large and rapid
stream, afterwards known as the Gunduk. All these
valleys are fertile and well cultivated, and being much
lower than the valley of Nepal are of course warmer,
and produce in ahundance all the fruits found in the
plains of Hindustan. '

No Europeans are allowed to cross the Trisal Gunga,
though there is an excellent bridge about four miles from
the town of Noakot.

On reaching the top of the Chandragiri pass, a
stranger is at once impressed with an idea of the
denseness of the population of the valley. Besides three
large towns, which are conspicuous objects in the view,
there are many smaller towns and innumerable hamlets,
studded all over the higher grounds and slopes of
the hills; and in addition to these, in almost every
field there appears to be a cottage. The natives them-
selves estimate the population of the valley at about
half a million, and probably this is not far from the
truth.

The names of most of the towns and villages will
be mentioned in the history, so it is only necessary here
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to give a short description of the present condition of a
few of the most important.

Kathmanda, the capital of Nepal, stands near the
centre of the valley, in Lat. 27°42'N., and Long. 85°36’E.
It is situated at the junction of the Bagmati and Vish-.
numati rivers, but lies closer to the latter, extending
along its eastern bank for about a mile. When seen
from above, its shape is very irregular, but it is said
by the natives to resemble the Khora or sword of Devi.
It is known by several names, such as Yindési, Kantipiir,
and Kathmada or Kathmanda. It is said to have been
founded by Raja Gunakamadeva, in the Kaligat year
3824 (a.D. 723).

The town is built on no regular plan; but the main
street may be said to run nearly north and south, and
it is crossed at various angles by several others, while
between these is a network of narrow dark lanes. The
population, including that of the suburbs, is stated at
50,000, but probably 30,000 would be nearer the truth.
The houses are from two to four stories high, and are
all built of brick and tiled, except in the suburbs, where
the roofs are of thatch. The better class of buildings is
elaborately ornamented with plaster and paintings, and
the houses in general possess large projecting wooden
windows or balconies, which are richly carved. Some of
the windows represent a peacock with outspread tail ;
others contain groups of figures of gods, men, griffins,
horses, birds, lizards, etc., and are surrounded by garlands
of flowers. The carving, as a rule, is bold and well-
executed, but the best specimens are to be found on the
older buildings, as the taste for it seems to be dying
out. In several parts of the town there are small open
spaces, paved like the streets with brick and stone. In



10 HISTORY OF NEPAL. [cHAP.

these the markets are held, and in the mornings they
are quite gay with the flowers, fruit and vegetables
exposed for sale.

In the centre of the town stands the Maharaja’s
palace, which is a huge, rambling, ungainly building.
Part of it is very old, built in pagoda fashion and covered
with elaborate and grotesque carvings. Other parts of
it, such as the Durbar-room, have been built within the
last ten years and possess glass windows, which are
rare in Nepal, being found only in the houses of the
wealthiest. In the square in front of the palace are
numerous handsome temples. Many of these are like
pagodas, of several stories in height, and profusely
ornamented with carvings!, painting, and gilding. The
roofs of many of them are entirely of brass or copper
gilt, and along the eaves of the different stories are
hung numerous little bells, which tinkle in the breeze.
At some of the doorways are placed a couple of large
stone lions or griffins, with well-curled manes, which
remind one strongly of the figures found at Nineveh.
Another description of temple is built of stone with
pillars and a dome. Though less ornamented and less
picturesque, this style is far more graceful than the
other. Close to the palace, on the north, is the temple
of Talgju, one of the largest of the pagoda type. It is
said to have been built by Raja Mahindra Malla, about
A.D. 1549, It is devoted entirely to the use of the
royal family. In front of several of the temples are
tall monoliths, some surmounted by figures of old
Rajas, who founded the temples, others by the winged

1 Tt is unfortunate that the carving on many temples and powahs, and some-
times even on private houses, contains most obscene groups of figures. I have
never been able to get any reason assigned for this filthy custom, except that such
figures are supposed to protect the buildings from being struck by lightning,
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figure of Garir. The figures are often in a kneeling
posture, facing a temple, and are generally overhung
by a brazen snake, on whose head is perched a little
bird. Not far from the palace, and close to one of the
temples, is an enormous bell, suspended to stone pillars;
and in another building are two huge drums, about
eight feet in diameter. The bell is sounded by pulling
the tongue, but the peal is by no means what might be
expected from its size. Here too are several huge and
hideous figures of Hinda gods and goddesses!, which
on festival days are dressed up and ornamented in the
usual way. »

About two hundred yards from the palace stands a
large semi-European building, called the Kot, which is
famous as being the place where, in 1846, the massacre
took place of almost all the leading men of the country,
by which event the present prime minister was esta~
blished in power.

Besides the temples already noticed, many others
are to be found in every street and lane. In fact, at
a first glance, the town seems to consist of almost
nothing but temples. They vary in size from the
gigantic pagoda of Talgju to a diminutive shrine cut
out of a single stone, with an image a few inches high
in the centre. Many of them present a most repulsive
appearance, being dabbled over with the blood of cocks,
ducks, goats, and buffaloes, which are sacrificed before
them.

The streets of Kathmandi are very narrow, mere lanes
in fact ; and the whole town is very dirty. In every lane

1 During my residence in Nepal I have twice heard of people having committed

snicide on the steps in front of one of these images. The suicide always takes
place at night, and the body is found in the morning, with its throat cut from ear
to ear, and its Jimbs decorously arranged, lying on one of the stepe ! :



12 HISTORY OF NEPAL. [cHaP.

there is a stagnant ditch, full of putrid mud, and no
attempt is ever made to clean these thoroughly. The
streets, it is true, are swept in the centre, and part of the
filth is carried off by the sellers of manure ; but to clean
the drains would now be impossible without knocking
down the entire city, as the whole ground is saturated
with filth. The houses are generally built in the form
of hollow squares, opening off the streets by low door-
ways; and these central courtyards are too often only
receptacles for rubbish of every sort. In short, from a
sanitary point of view, Kathmanda may be said to be
built on a dunghill in the middle of latrines!

On leaving the town by the north-east gateway, and
turning to the south, the first object one sees is a large
tank, the Ranipokhri. It is surrounded by a wall, and
in the centre is a temple, united to the western bank
by a long narrow brick bridge. On the south side is
a large figure of an elephant, cut out of, or rather built
of, stone, bearing the image of Raja Pratapa Malla, the
maker of the tank, and of his Rani. A little farther
south the road passes through an avenue of bukayun
trees, which runs between the city and the great parade-
ground or Tudikhel. This ground is a large open space,
covered with a fine green sward, and here the troops
are daily drilled and exercised. In the centre is a square
stone building about thirty feet high, which was erected
by Sir Jung Bahadur after his return from England in
1851. On the top, till lately, stood a figure of Sir
Jung Bahadur, holding a sword in one hand and a scroll
in the other, and at the four corners were hideous
brazen griffins or dragons. All these have however
been removed to a new temple built by Sir Jung
Bahadur on the bank of the Bagmati To the west
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of the parade-ground is a more graceful object, namely
the Daréra or column erected by a former prime minister,
General Bhimasena Thipa. This column is beautifully
proportioned, standing on a base of stone, and rising
to a height of 250 feet. This is the second column of
the kind that was built by Bhimasena, the first having
been thrown down by a violent earthquake in 1833,
The column now standing was struck by lightning in
1856, and a large rent was made all down one side,
It was repaired, however, in 1869, and now looks as
well as ever. There is a good winding staircase inside,
and from the windows at the top a fine bird’s-eye view
of the town and its environs may be obtained.

A little farther south stands the arsenal, and to the
east of the parade-ground are store-houses for ammuni-
tion, cannon, etc.,, and a manufactory where these are
cast and bored. A new workshop on a larger scale
has lately been built about four miles south of the city,
on a small stream, the Nukki, near Chaubahal.

The road now turns to the east, and at about a mile
south-east of Kathmanda it reaches Thapatali, the resi-
dence of Sir Jung Bahadur. This is an immense
building, or rather range of buildings, situated close to
the northern bank of the Bagmati, just where it is
crossed by a bridge leading to Patan.

Thapatali consists of a succession of squares of gi-
gantic houses, four or five stories in height, which are
occupied by Sir Jung Bahadur, his sons, and their
numerous families. The buildings and grounds are kept
in good order, and the place is well worth visiting,
especially as the owner most obligingly allows stran-
gers to inspect the public rooms, and the grounds,
with all the curiosities contained in them. The four
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public rooms are large, lofty, and ornamented with
pictures and carvings. They are full of curiosities of
Nepalese, Chinese and English manufacture. Of the
last it is difficult to say what there is not. , From a .
baby’s frock to a reflecting telescope or an Erard’s
piano, there seems to be a specimen of everything, all
jumbled together. The Durbar-room is beautifully fur-
nished with satin sofas, mahogany and ivory chairs,
pianos, etc. The walls are graced with pictures of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, which were
given as presents to the King, besides full-length por-
traits of Sir Jung Bahadur, his brothers and other
relatives, which were painted in England and France.
In the centre of the hall stands a crystal chandelier
some thirty feet in height, which was also brought
from London, and cost, it is said, £500. After inspect-
ing the public rooms, the stranger is shown the tro-
phies of Sir Jung Bahadur’s hunting expeditions. These
consist of skulls of elephants, tigers, rhinoceroses, wild
buffaloes, and gayal; stacks of deer-horns of all sorts;
skins of the above-mentioned animals, crocodiles, and
snakes, with many other curiosities. In the Elephant
court are generally to be found some fine males, used
for hunting wild elephants, and also frequently one or
two comical little young ones, born after their mothers
have been caught in the annual hunting expedition.
The stables, cowhouses and kennels are likewise open for
inspection, and are well worth looking at.

Before crossing the Bagmati to Patan, it may be
as well to return by the road just described and pro-
ceed northwards. The road skirts the suburbs of Kath-
manda and then passes a series of large houses, built
like Thapatali, but on a smaller scale, which belong to
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three of Sir Jung Bahadur’s brothers. Just beyond
these houses, a road strikes off straight north, leading
to the British Residency, which lies about a mile to
the north of Kathmandal. It is pleasantly situated
on a high table-land, and is well sheltered by lofty
pinetrees. A little to the north-east stand the lines
of the Resident’s escort, which consists of one com-
pany of sepoys.

The road that is now being described turns to the
west, and leads, through a splendid avenue of willow-
trees, across the Vishnumati, to a place called Balaji,
where the King has a pleasure-house and gardens. Here
the main road ends, and a footpath proceeds across the
hills to the north-west.

From Thapatali a road runs across a bridge over
the Bagmati and leads to Patan. From the centre of
the bridge a good view is obtained of the numerous
temples lining the northern bank, and also of the
houses and grounds of Thapatali. At the northern end
of the bridge stands a curious stone pillar, supported
on the back of a gigantic tortoise, and surmounted by
a grotesque figure of a lion. This was erected by
General Bhimasena Thapa, the builder of the bridge.

The town of Pitan stands on a rising ground, a
short distance from the southern bank of the Bagmati,
and about two miles south-east of Kathmanda. It is
an older town than Kathmandi, having been built in the
reign of Raja Bir Deva in the Kaligat year 3400, A.p.
299. The tradition connected with its building is given
in the History. It is known by the names of Yellon-

1 This spot was assigned for the British Residency because, owing to a deficient
supply of water, it was a barren patch, supposed to be very unhealthy and to be
the abode of demons! Now the place is one of the best wooded and most beautiful
spots in the valley.
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dési and Lalita Patan. The latter name is derived
from Lalit, the founder of the city. Its general aspect
is much the same as that of the capital. The streets
are as narrow and dirty, the gutters as offensive, and
the temples even more numerous; but it appears much
more dilapidated than Kathmanda, many of the houses
and temples being in ruins. The main square, how-
ever, in the centre of the town, is very handsome.
On one side is the old Durbar, with a fine brazen
gateway, guardian lions, and endless carvings. In front
of this are monoliths, with the usual figures on them,
and behind these is a row of very handsome old temples
of every description.

One of Sir Jung Bahadur’s brothers sometimes re-
sides at the Durbar, being in command of the division
of the army which is quartered at Patan. The parade-
ground lies to the south-east of the town, the road to
it passing through a suburb abounding in pigs. The
parade-ground is extensive, and there are several large
tanks to the west, while on the northern side stands
a huge Budhist temple of the most primitive descrip-
tion. This temple is merely a mound or dome of brick-
work, covered with earth. There is a small shrine at
each of the cardinal points, and on the top what looks
like a wooden ladder. Many similar mound-temples, or
Chaityas, exist in and around Patan. The population
of the town is said to be about 30,000.

From Kathmanda a wide road leads nearly due
east to the third large town or city of the valley,
Bhatgaon, which is about nine miles from the capital.
This town was founded by Raja Anand Malla, A.D. 865,
and was at first named Bhagtapir, but was also known
as Dharma Patan and Khopodési. Its shape is said to
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be that of the Dambra® of Mahadeo. It is built on
high ground, stretching from east to west, and most
of the side streets run down a steep incline towards
the bank of a small stream on the southern side,
which afterwards joins the Bagmati. Bhatgiaon has
much wider, better paved, and cleaner streets than
either of the other towns. Its houses too seem in better
repair, and it strikes a stranger as being altogether in
a more flourishing condition. The population is esti-
mated at about 30,000.

The main square, as usual, contains an immense
number of temples, conspicuous among which is the
central one, called by the Newars Nyitpola Déwal, or
the five-storied temple. None but the priests are allowed
to enter it, so that the common people do not even
know to what god it is dedicated. This five-storied
temple is pagoda-shaped, and stands on a base consisting
of five platforms. The staircase leading to the entrance
is guarded on each platform by two colossal figures. The
lowest are statues of Jayamalla and Phatta, two cham-
pions of a Bhatgaon Rija, each of whom is said to have
had the strength of ten men. The next are elephants,
ten times as strong as the men. The third are lions,
ten times as strong as the elephants. The fourth are
sardils or griffins, ten times as strong as the lions.
And the fifth are Byaghrini and Singhrini, two goddesses
of supernatural power. The same design is seen in many
of the smaller temples in Bhatgaon, the rhinoceros, horse,
and camel, however, sometimes taking a place in the
series. Some of the finest carvings are to be found in
the square in front of the old Durbar, which is famous

1 A dambra or damri is a small drum shaped like an hour-glass.

W.N. 2
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for a magnificently designed brazen gateway. At the
Durbar is the residence of the youngest brother of the
minister, General Dér Shamshér, who commands the
Bhatgaon division of the army. °

To the west and south of the town are several large
tanks. One of these, which stands close to the western
gate, and between it and the parade-ground, is above
the level of the ground, and is surrounded by a wall
with four gates in the middle of the sides. This tank
is full of gold and silver fish, which were originally
brought from China in the time of General Bhimasena.
These fish are now common in many of the small tanks
in the valley. Close to this tank, on the north, is a
small house, built by the Bhatgaon general for the use
of the British resident.

Besides these three large towns, there are about
sixty smaller ones scattered over the valley, to give a
description of which would only lead to tiresome repeti-
tion. The names of the principal ones only will therefore
be given, and a few words said about them.

At the foot of the Chandragiri pass is a small town
called Thankot; and eastward of this, on a rocky ridge
that runs across the valley, are several villages. The
chief of these, Kirtipir, consists of several long narrow
streets, built along the top of the ridge. This town is
famous among the Nepalese for religious reasons, and
also for the resistance it offered to the Gorkha conquerors.
It sustained several sieges, and the brother of Prithwi
Narayan, the Gorkha king, was killed before it. At last
it was entered by treachery, and the savage conqueror
ordered the noses of all the men, women and children
to be cut off. There is no doubt of the truth of this,
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as it was recorded by Father Giuseppel, who was then
present in the country; and thirty years afterwards,
when Colonel Kirkpatrick visited Nepal, he saw many
of the unfortunate victims. The population of Kirtipiar
is said to be about 4000. East of Kirtipar, and about
two miles south of Kathmandi, stands Chowbahal, which
is a small town of about 1000 inhabitants. It is built
on a conical eminence, rising out of the ridge already
mentioned; and to the east of the town is the narrow
gorge through which the Bagmati passes.

About three miles south-east of Chowbahal, on the
eastern bank of the Bagmati, stands the village of
Bhogmati, famous in Nepalese traditions, in connection
with Machchhindranatha. Across the river, embedded
in jungle on the mountain-side, stood a shooting-box
belonging to Sir Jung Bahadur. Unfortunately this
was burned down a year or two ago.

Some miles farther south, on the southern side of
the river, but placed high on the hill-side, is the small
town of Phurphing. A road passes Phurphing across
the mountain to Chitlong, but it is so rugged and steep
that it is scarcely ever used.

From Patan two roads pass out. One of these runs
south, through the villages of Sonagutti and Thecho,
and leads to the small town of Chapagaon or, as it is
more usually pronounced, Champagaon. This town stands
on a small eminence, and close to it is a sacred grove,
containing an old temple and many fine old trees.

The other road runs out from Patan to the south-
east, and passing through the small towns of Harsiddhi,

1 A description of the country, with a full account of the invasion of the Gor-
khas, written by Father Gmseppe, is to be found in the second volume of the
Asiatic Researches.

19
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Thyba and Bauragion, terminates at Godavari. Godavari
is one of the holiest places in Nepal, and once every
twelve years a great méla is held there for a whole month,
to which thousands of people come from all parts of
Nepal. The spring, according to tradition, is in direct
communication with the river Godavari in Madras.
There are several little temples and tanks picturesquely
situated at the foot of the hills, and Sir Jung Bahadur
and his brothers have built large country houses here,
which however are seldom occupied. :

Large cardamom gardens have been constructed at
Godavari and yield a profitable crop.

A narrow footpath leads up from one of the temples
to the summit of Philchowk. This mountain is said
to be 9,720 feet high, and the ascent is long and tire-
some, though by no means difficult. It is thickly wooded,
and at the top very fine tree-rhododendrons are found,
of every hue, from pure white to dark crimson. Among
the jungle, the wild rose, yellow jessamine, arbutus,
iris, etc., grow in profusion. At the very top is a small
shrine, often visited by pilgrims from the valley, and
close to this are two heaps, one consisting of weavers’
shuttles, and the other of small iron tridents, which are
deposited here by the pilgrims.

On the road from Kathmanda to Bhatgaon, there are
three towns, Nadi, Budi and Themi, the last of which
is famous for the manufacture of earthenware of all
sorts.

Another narrow road, paved with stone, leads from
the capital in a north-easterly direction to the sacred
shrines of Pashupati. This road passes by the villages
of Navasagar, Nandigion, Harigaon, Chabahil, and
Devapitan, all of which are famous in tradition.
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Pashupati stands on the western bank of the Bag-
mati, about three miles north-east of Kathmanda. The
town itselfis rather dilapidated, and consists of one main
street, running east and west, and a few side streets,
which are horribly dirty and abound with pigs. Close
to the bank of the river stands the holiest temple of
Nepal, the shrine of Pashupatinatha. It is a handsome
building in the pagoda style, with a brazen gilt roof,
and large richly carved silver gates. A good view of
it is obtained from the high bank on the opposite side
of the river, but no European is ever allowed to approach
even the outer wall of the temple. The banks of the
river are paved for several hundred yards, and there
are stone steps and places for burning the dead here
and there. The river is crossed by two handsome
bridges, from which a good view of the buildings is
obtained. The stream is here narrow, and runs between
precipitous banks of 80 or 100 feet in height. The
banks are wooded above the temples, and amongst the
trees on the face of the banks are some curious fakirs’
caves. On the eastern side of the river is a hill, covered
with lofty trees (chiefly oak and champa) and jungle,
which is alive with monkeys, who are as familiar and
impudent as in most other holy places. This wood is
the Mrigasthali of Nepalese tradition. In the centre
of the wood are numerous small shrines and temples,
including a large one lately built by Sir Jung Bahadur.

To Pashupati almost all the dying are brought when
their end approaches, and at the last moment they are
hurried to the edge of the stream, and their lower ex-
tremities are immersed in the water. Here too the
bodies of the dead are burned, and there is a spot close
by where Satis are immolated.



22 HISTORY OF NEPAL. [cuap.

Every year, in the month of February, from 10,000
to 20,000 pilgrims from the plains of Hindustin come
to visit Pashupati and bathe in the Bigmati. The minor
festivals held at the place are innumerable, and hardly
a day passes that it is not visited by crowds for religious
purposes.

About four miles east of Pashupati is a small town,
Changu Nardyan, and two miles north-east of this stands
Sankhu, which was once a place of some importance, but
is now only noted for the religious ceremonies performed
there.

About four miles west of Sankhu is Gaukarna, a small
and very holy village, frequently mentioned in Nepalese
traditions. It stands on the banks of the Bagmati, about
two miles above and north-east of Pashupati. Close to
Gaukarna is a large jungle, which has been enclosed as a
decr park by Sir Jung Bahadur.

Between Gaukarna and Pashupati, about a mile north
of the latter, and about three and a half miles from
Kathmandd, is a peculiar village called Bodhnath. This
village is built in a circle round an immense Budhist
temple. The temple consists of a circular platform of
brickwork, on which is raised a solid dome of brickwork,
surmounted by a brazen minaret of peculiar shape. Around
the platform are niches, in each of which are painted
cylinders, about 15 inches high and 6 inches in diame-
ter, fitted into an iron frame. Each of these is filled
with a roll of the usual Budhist prayers, and the pious
twirl the cylinders as they walk round the temple per-
forming their devotions. The mound is about 100 yards
in diameter, and has the usual four shrines at the cardi-
nal points. This place is a favourite resort of the Bhotiyas
and Tibetans, who visit the valley in the cold season,
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and many of the houses are occupied as jewellers’ shops,
wherein are manufactured peculiar amulets, armlets, neck-
laces, etc., which the Bhotiyas wear in great profusion.

At the foot of the Seopiiri mountain is a small village
containing the tank and shrine of Nilakantha, which is
also famous in Nepalese history.

At the extremity of the willow avenue, already men-
tioned, stands a small village named Balaji This is
situated at the foot of the Nagarjun mountain, which is
often mentioned in the History. The mountain has
within the last six years been inclosed by a wall, and
it is now made a deer park and game preserve for Sir
Jung Bahadur. There are several caves and fakirs’ huts
along the northern side of the hill, and some small tem-
ples on the crest of the hill and at the very summit. At
the foot of the hill are springs, in one of which lies a
huge recumbent figure of Mahadeo. The king has a
pleasure-house and garden here, and in the grounds are
several large tanks, full of big fish, which are very tame
and come to be fed.

To the west of the capital, at a distance of about -
a mile and a half, stand the village and temple of
Simbhiinath or more properly Swayambhinatha. As this
is fully described in the History, and as a very correct
picture of it is given in this work, it is needless to
say more about it here. There are two roads leading to
it from Kathmanda, which cross the Vishnumati by
narrow bridges. These roads are paved with stone, and
the top of the hill, where the temples stand, is reached
by a staircase of about 400 stone steps. The height is
about 250 feet above the level of the valley.

At the foot of the staircase is a colossal statue of
Sakya Sinha, an incarnation of Budha. At the top of
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the staircase is a circular erection about three feet high,
eovered with brass, and bearing a large gilt Bajra or
thunderbolt of Indra, which resembles a double-headed
sceptre. Around the large central dome-shaped temple
or mound are numerous small temples, shrines, bells,
ete. '

Simbhinath is much frequented by the Newirs and
Bhotiyas, but is not held in great respect by the Hinda
part of the population.

South-east of Simbhiinath, between it and Kathmanda,
lies the artillery parade-ground, on which stands a large
house, used as an arsenal and museum of old weapons of
all sorts.

As regards the buildings of the country one point
remains to be noticed, and that is the number of Powahs,
Patis, and Satals scattered all along the roads and paths.
These are resting-places for travellers and pilgrims.
Some are large square two-storied buildings, frequently
attached to temples and shrines. Others are mere sheds,
consisting of a wall with a tiled verandah supported on
wooden pillars. All of them are erected by private per-
sons, and supported by the descendants of the builders.
Many of them therefore are falling into ruins, but new
ones are as constantly erected to replace them. The
building of these resting-places, and of Dharas or water-
ing-places, is considered a highly meritorious act by the
Nepalese.
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For the size of the country Nepal possesses a great
variety of races in its population. The principal of these
are the Gorkhas, Newars, Magars, Gurungs, Limbis,
Kiratis, Bhotiyas and Lepchas.

The Gorkhas, or Gorkhalis, so named from the former
capital of their country, are the dominant race, They
formerly occupied the district around the town of
Gorkha, which is about forty miles west of Kathmandd.
They are said to be of Rajpit descent, and to have
been driven out of Rijputana on the occasion of an
invasion by Musulmans'. They first settled near Pilpa,
having passed through the Kumaon hills, and gradually
extended their dominions to Gorkha. A little more than
a hundred years? ago they invaded Nepal, and the
country to the eastward, and they have remained the
ruling race ever since.

The Gorkhas are in general rather fine-looking men.
Some of the higher castes, such as are found in some
regiments of the army, are tall and slim in figure, but

1 The royal family claims to be descended from that of Udaipar.
3 The centenary of the conquest was in 1868.
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muscular and wiry, and have high features like the
natives of Hindustan. However, owing to intermarriage,
etc., the various races have become much mixed. They
are essentially a military race, and form the bulk of the
army. They are temperate and hardy, and make good
soldiers, but they are by no means industrious, and take
but a small share in the agricultural or mechanical
labours of the country. They live chiefly in Kathmand,
but many are scattered about in the other towns and
throughout the country.

The Newars constitute the largest section of the
inhabitants of the valley, but are not numerous beyond
its limits. They were the occupiers of the country prior
to the invasion of the Gorkhas, and they still form the
bulk of the population of Pitan, Bhatgaon, and most
of the smaller towns. They are in general a shorter set
of men than the Gorkhas, and their features are more
of the Mongolian type. They perform almost all the
agricultural and mechanical work of the country, and
many of them are skilful carpenters, masons, workers
in metal, painters and embroiderers!. Most of the trade
of the country too is in the hands of Newars, and a few
of them are very wealthy.

The Magars and Gurungs inhabit chiefly the country
to the west of the Nepal valley. They are short powerful
men, of Mongolian cast of features. These are the men
mostly to be found in what are called the British Gorkha
regiments.

1 They are industrious enough when working for themselves in the fields or
elscwhere, but when employed by Europeans they are the most idle, exasperating
workers that it is possible to conceive. The only way to get them to work is to
have a sepoy to watch them. Most of them too are Banras or Budhist priests, and
on an average they take four holidays in a week !
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The Limbius and Kiratis occupy the hilly country
to the eastward of the valley.. The Limbiis are much
employed in the army, and both they and the Kiratis
are famous as hunters. They are both short flatfaced
people, powerfully built, and decidedly Mongolian in
appearance. :

The Lepchas occupy the hills near Sikkhim, and in
general characteristics closely resemble the Bhotiyas.

The Bhotiyas are the hillmen living around the valley,
and between it and Tibet. They are powerful, muscular,
but ugly people. Much of the carrying of burdens is
performed by them, and the load they can bear is sur-
prising. It is by no means uncommon for them to carry
two maunds, though one maund (80 1bs.) is the regular
load, and this too has to be carried over hills several
thousand feet in height, where the paths are of the most
primitive construction. The Bhotiyas always carry loads
on their backs, supported by a strap across the forehead,
whereas the Newiars invariably carry theirs in baskets
with a pole across the shoulder.

In addition to these regular inhabitants of the valley,
a number of natives of Bhotan and Tibet visit it in the
cold season, generally living around Bodhnath and
Simbhinath.

A few Musulmans, consisting of Kashmiri and Iraki
merchants, live in Kathmanda. The former have been
established there for several generations. Altogether
they do not number more than about one thousand.

These various races differ greatly from each other in
many respects. The language used by the Gorkhas is
Parbatiya, which is a modern dialect of the Sanskrit,
and is written in the same character. The Newari lan-
guage is quite distinct, and the written character also
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is somewhat different. The other races have each a
language, or at least a dialect, of their own; and some
of them, such as the Limbis and northern Bhotiyas, use
the Tibetan language.

The Gorkhas are decidedly the best-dressed part of
the population. In summer they wear paejamas and a
jacket, or long tunic, of white or blue cotton, with a
kamarband, in which is invariably fastened a kukhri,
or large heavy crooked knife. In winter they wear
similar clothes padded with cotton, or, if they are able
to afford it, lined with fur. The headdress is generally
a small closely-rolled turban of dark cloth, but they
often wear a loosely folded pagri, or a gaudy little skull-
cap, ornamented with tinsel and braid.

The poorer classes of the Newars wear in general
little but a waist-cloth and a jacket of coarse cotton or
woollen cloth, according to the season. Some of the
wealthier, particularly merchants who have visited Tibet,
wear a handsome dress, consisting of very full short
trousers, a long tunic, and a fur-edged cap. Some of the
men, especially the inhabitants of Harsiddhi, wear a long
robe like a woman’s gown, reaching to the ankles, and
gathered into numerous plaits at the waist. The head-
dress of the Newars is a small skull-cap of black or
white cloth, thinly wadded with cotton, and generally
turned up for an inch or so at the border. The dress of
the other races varies little from those already described.

The women of all the races dress much alike, wearing
a cloth! by way of petticoat, gathered into a mass of
plaits in front and almost touching the ground, but short
behind, barely reaching the knee. Besides this, they

1 The ladies of the higher classes like their muslin to be sixty or eighty yards in
length. Of course they cannot walk much with such a bundle round them.
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wear a jacket, and a sari (shawl or sheet), which is either
worn as in the plains of India, or wrapped round the
body like a broad kamarband. Headdress they have
none. The Newidr women may be distinguished from
those of the other races by having their hair gathered
into a short thick club on the crown of the head, whereas
the others have it plaited into a long tail, ornamented at
the end with a tassel of red cotton or silk.

All the women wear a profusion of ornaments, such
as golden or brass plates with jewels on the top of their
heads, necklaces of beads (coral or gold), rings, earrings
of peculiar shapes, nose-rings, etc. The handsomest, or
at any rate the most peculiar, ornaments are worn by
the Bhotiya women, and consist of necklaces of agate,
coral, and other stones, massive chains, silver amulets
of great size, bracelets of shells, and the like.

All classes are very fond of flowers and use them
greatly for ornamenting their hair, especially on festival
days. Both men and women generally have flowers
stuck in their hair or behind their ears.

The next subject to be noticed is the food of the
people.

The Briahmans of course live in the same way as
their brethren in the plains of India, but the bulk of
the population consumes a great deal more flesh than
is customary in Hindustan. The Gorkhas eat chiefly the
flesh of khasis, or gelding goats, which are imported in
great numbers both from the Terai and the northern
hills. The higher classes also consume large quantities
of game, such as deer, wild boar, pheasants, etc. The
" wild pigs are caught when young, and kept and fed
like domestic pigs in England. They become very tame,
and may often be seen on the roads, following their
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owners from distant villages just like dogs. The Newars
are great consumers of buffaloes, and also of goats, sheep,
ducks and fowls. The sheep they eat are all imported
from the hills to the north and west, as they will not use
the sheep from the plains of India, because they have
long tails! The Magars and Gurungs are Hindis, but of
low caste. The former eat pork but not buffaloes’ flesh;
while the latter eat the buffalo but not the pig. The
Limbas, Kiratis and Lepchas are Budhists, and live in
the same way as the Newars. It is not very often,
however, that the poorer classes can indulge in flesh, and
the greater part of their food consists of rice and vege-
tables, which are generally plentiful throughout the
year. They are especially fond of garlic, both raw and
cooked, and of radishes. The latter they use in a semi-
fermented or rotten state called Sinki, the smell of
which is something unutterably abominable, Hence it
is anything but pleasant for a European to find him-
self in a crowd of Newirs, or even to follow a string
of them along a narrow path.
The Newars, and most of the lower castes, consume
a considerable quantity of a coarse spirit called Rakshi,
which is distilled from rice and wheat!. It is prepared
by families in their own houses, and there is no tax on
it when made merely for home consumption, but a license
is required if it is to be sold. Amongst the Newars
the consumption of this is habitual, but drunkenness
is after all not very common among them, except on
the méla days and during the season of transplanting
the rice.
1 The higher classes are supposed not to touch spirits, as they would lose caste

by so doing. Strange to say, however, no trade is so profitable in Nepal as that of
importing brandy or champagne ! '
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The higher classes, and the lower too when they
can afford it, consume a large quantity of teal. This
is imported from Tibet. It is prepared in two ways;
either boiled with spices, when it tastes like weak
negus; or made with ghee and milk, when it more
resembles weak chocolate.

The subject of schools and colleges in Nepal may be
treated as briefly as that of snakes in Ireland. There
are none. Sir Jung Bahadur and some of the wealthier
class have tutors, either Europeans or Bengali Babis,
to teach their children English; but there is no public
provision for education of any sort. Every man teaches
his own children, or employs the family priest or Pandit
for the purpose. The lower classes are simply without
education of any kind whatever.

As might be expected among so many races, there
are several religions. The Kashmiris and Irikis are
Musulmans. The Gorkhas, Magars, and Gurungs, are
Hindus. Their religion and customs are very much the
same as those of the inhabitants of Hindustan, and
they are divided into the same castes, and observe the
same rules as regards food and water.

Polygamy is generally practised, and some of the
wealthy men have numerous wives. The marriage of
widows is forbidden, and Sati was formerly of common
occurrence. Of late years, however, that is, since Sir
Jung Bahadur’s visit to England, this custom has been
discouraged, and various restrictions have been placed
upon it. Thus women having young children are not
allowed to immolate themselves ; nor are intending Satis

1 The tea preferred by the Nepalese is the brick-tea. Ordinary tea, such as the
English use, is not prized, and is only kept and drunk by a few of the higher
classes who have visited Calcutta.
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prevented from altering their intention even in presence
of the fatal pile. Formerly a woman having once de-
clared her intention was forced to adhere to it, and if
she attempted to escape, she was stoned to death.
These improvements, as well as many to be hereafter
noticed, are entirely due to the personal influence of
Sir Jung Bahadur, and have been carried out in spite
of the greatest opposition from the priests and Brihmans.
The Gorkhas punish breaches of conjugal fidelity most
severely. An erring wife is imprisoned for life!, and
the dishonoured husband was expected to cut down the
seducer with his kukhri the first time he encountered
him. Sir Jung Bahadur has however placed restrictions
on this custom, as he found it open to much abuse. The
culprit is now arrested, and after his guilt is proved,
the injured husband is allowed to cut him down in
public, the victim being allowed a chance of escaping-
by running away, for which purpose he is given a start
of a few yards? DPractically however his chance of
escaping is very small, as he is generally tripped by some
of the bystanders. The old laws against adultery, and
also against breaches of caste, were most severe and
brutal, but as these revolting punishments are now
things of the past, it is of no use dwelling upon them.
The Newars, Limbas, Kiratis, and Bhotiyas are all
Budhists. Their religion has become singularly mixed
up with Hinduism, and there are several castes or

1 Besides the imprisonment she is generally in the first place subjected to very
severe domestic discipline, in the shape of a most cruel flogging.

% The man can save his life, with the loss of caste, if he passes under the lifted
leg of the husband, but this is so ignominious that death is usually preferred. The
woman can save her paramour if she persists in saying that he is not the first man
with whom she has gone astray. Massacres of this sort frequently take place, and
1 have known of several instances wherein young men highly connected have fallen

victims.
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divisions among them, but their customs are in the
main much alike.

In their worship they make great use of offerings of
flowers and fruit, and some sects sacrifice buffaloes, goats,
cocks, and drakes at their shrines. The blood alone is
sprinkled on the shrines, and the flesh is consumed by
the worshippers. Formerly much barbarity was prae-
tised in the performance of these sacrifices, but of late
years, thanks to Sir Jung Bahadur, the ceremony is
restricted to the decapitation of the victim and the
sprinkling of the blood.

"The marriage-tie is by no means so binding among
the Newars as among the Gorkhas. Every Newar girl,
while a child, is married to a bél-fruit, which after the
ceremony is thrown into some sacred river. When she
arrives at puberty, a husband is selected for her, but,
should the marriage prove unpleasant, she can divorce
herself by the simple process of placing a betel-nut
under her husband’s pillow and walking off. Of late
years, however, this license has been somewhat restricted,
and a divorce cannot now be effected in so simple a
manner. Widows are allowed to remarry. In fact, a
Newiarin is never a widow, as the bél-fruit to which
she was first married is presumed to be always in exist-
ence. Adultery is but lightly punished among the
Newars. The woman is divorced, and her partner in
guilt has to make good the money expended by the
husband on the marriage, or, failing this, he is imprisoned.

The Newars burn their dead, and widows may, if
they please, immolate themselves as Satis, but it is very
seldom that they avail themselves of this privilege.

The laws of inheritance are the same in Nepal as
throughout = Hindustan. The eldest son obtains the

W. N. 3
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largest portion of the property of his deceased father;
but provision is made for the younger children and
widow or widows.

There are three principal eras in use in Nepal. The
introduction of these and the traditions connected with -
them are given in the History.

The Sambat of Vikramaditya commences 57 years
before the Christian era; the Saka era of Salibahana
begins 78 years after the Christian era; and the Ne-
palese era dates from October, A.p. 880. The Kaligat
era is also sometimes used ; it begins B.C. 3101.

The Sambat and Saka years in Nepal begin on the
1st of Baisikh Badi, instead -of the 1st of Chait Sudi as
in Hindustan. The Nepalese year begins on the 1st of
Kartik Badi.

As the shrines in Nepal are estimated at the modest
number of 2,733, it may naturally be supposed that the
religious festivals are somewhat numerous. To a stranger
indeed they seem never ending, and the marvel is when
the people find time to earn their livelihood.

The origin of most of these festivals is fully noticed
in the History, so that it is unnecessary to repeat the
traditions here. To give a complete list of them would
be a prodigious task. Only a few of the principal will
therefore be mentioned.

1. The Machchhindra Jdtra.

This festival is in honour of Machchhindranatha, the
guardian deity of Nepal. The traditions connected with
it are fully given in the History. Machchhindra’s temple
and image are at the village of Bogmati. The cere-
monies commence on the 1st of Baisakh, when the idol
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is bathed with holy water and the sword of the king
is presented to it. The image is then taken to Patan,
mounted on a large rath or car, on which is placed a
shrine ornamented with carvings, evergreens, flowers,
ete. This progress lasts for several days, generally a
week, as there are regular stages, at each of which the
image halts for a day, and its attendants are fed at the
expense of the neighbourhood. The image remains at
Patan for a month, and then on an auspicious day it
is taken back to Bogmati. This day is called Gudri-
jhar, because the blanket of Machchhindra is shaken
before the people to show that he carries nothing away
from them, and that, though in poverty, he is contented.

2. Bajra Jogini Jatra, on the 3rd of Baisakh.

Bajra Jogini was originally a goddess of the Bu-
dhists only, but is now worshipped by Hindus as well.
Her temple is on the Manichiir mountain near Sankhi.
Not far from her temple is that of Kharg Jogini, where
fire is always kept burning, and near which is the
image of a human head. The traditions connected with
these are given in the History. The Jatra of Bajra
Jogini is held at Sankhi, and lasts for a week. The
image of the goddess is placed in a khat, or wooden
shrine, and carried through the town on men’s shoulders.

3. Sithi Jatra.

This takes place on the 21st of Jeth, on the banks
of the Vishnumati, between Kathmanda and Simbhi-
nath. After feasting, the people divide into two parties
and have a match at stone-throwing. Formerly this
used to be a serious matter, and any one who was
knocked down, and fell into the hands of the opposite

3—2
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party, wz;s sacrificed to the goddess Kankeshwarl, who
has a temple near the place. Nowadays, however, the
stone-throwing is confined to children.

4. Gathid Mogal or Ghanta Karn.

This is the name of a Rikshasa or demon, and the
festival is to celebrate his expulsion from the country.
The Newar boys make a straw figure, which they
beat and drag about in the streets, and they beg for
a dam from everybody they meet while so doing. The
figures are burned in the evening. This festival takes
place on the 14th of Sawan.

5. Banra Jatra.

This festival takes place twice a year, on the 8th
of Siwan and 13th of Bhadon. The Banras, or priests
of the Baudha-margi Newirs, go about from house to
house, and receive a handful of rice or grain at each.
This is done in commemoration of their ancestors having
been Bhikshus, or mendicant priests, who lived on alms
and followed no trade. The Newirs on these occasions
decorate their shops and houses with pictures, flowers,
etc., and the women sit in front with large baskets of
rice and grain, which they dispense in handfuls to the
Banras as they pass. A wealthy Newar may get up
a private Banra Jatra at any time, if he pleases; but
it is an expensive amusement, as he has to make large
presents to the first Banra who gets his foot over the
threshold of the house. If the king is invited to this
Jatra, he must be presented with a silver throne, um-
brella, and cooking utensils.
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6. Rakhi Parnimd.

This festival takes place on the last day of Sawan.
It is observed both by Budhists and Hindus, but with
different rites. The Budhists bathe in sacred streams
and visit their temples. The Brihman priests tie an
ornamental thread on the wrists of all their followers,
and in return receive presents. Many persons on this
occasion go on pilgrimage to Gosiain Than and bathe in
the sacred lake there.

7. Nag Panchami.

This festival takes place on the 5th of Sawan. This
is the anniversary of a great struggle between a famous
Niag and Garir. The stone image of Gariir at Changa
Narayan is said to perspire on this occasion, as a result
of the struggles of Garir. The priests wipe off the
perspiration with a handkerchief, which is sent to
the king. Water, in which a thread of this hand-
kerchief has been steeped, is said to be a sovereign
remedy for snake-bites. Fortunately, poisonous snakes
are almost unknown in Nepal !

8. Janm Ashtami.

This festival takes place on the 8th of Bhadon,
and is in memory of the birthday of Krishna. The
shops and houses in the towns are ornamented with
pictures, etec.

9. Gai Jatra.

This is purely a Newar festival. It takes place on
the first day of Bhadon. All Newars who have lost
members of their family during the year ought to
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disguise themselves as cows and dance round the palace
of the king. The ceremony nowadays is performed
vicariously, and consists merely of a masked dance
with singing of songs.

10. Bagh Jatra.

This takes place on the 2nd of Bhidon. The dancers
on this occasion ought to be disguised as tigers, but it
is now merely a repetition of the Gail Jatra.

11. Indra Jatra.

This festival lasts for eight days, beginning on the
26th of Bhadon. On the first day a high wooden post
is erected before the king’s palace, and all the profes-
sional dancers of the country assemble, disguised with
all sorts of hideous and ludicrous masks, and dance
around the palace. If an earthquake happens during
the festival, it is considered a very bad omen, and the
festival must be begun anew, reckoning the day on which
the earthquake took place as the first. On the third
day a number of young virgins are brought before the
king and worshipped as Kumari devis, after which they
are mounted on cars and carried through the city. When
the cars arrive at the palace, the gaddi is brought out,
and the king’s sword (sometimes the king himself) is
placed on it, and presents are given by all the officials.
This day is called Anant Chaudas. It was on this oc-
casion that Prithwi Narayan, the Gorkha conqueror of
Nepal, entered Kathmanda with a few followers, and
when the gaddi was brought out, he seated himsélf on
it. Most of the Newars being drunk, he met with little
opposition, and the Newar Raja fled from the city.
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12. Dasakra or Durga Pijd.

This festival takes place on the 26th of Kuar, and
is observed in the same way as in Hindustan. The festi-
val lasts for ten days, and many buffaloes, goats, etc.
are sacrificed. In Nepal, however, the clay image of
Durga is not made as in Bengal. On the first day of
the festival the Brahmans sow barley at the spot where
they worship, and sprinkle it with sacred water daily.
On the tenth day they pull it up and present small
bunches of it to their followers, in return for the pre-
sents which they receive from them.

13. Dewals.

This takes place on the 15th of Kartik. The people
worship Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth, illuminate their
houses, and gamble all night long. In Nepal gambling
in public (which is illegal at other times) is permitted
for three days and nights, and during these the streets
in the towns are almost impassable, on account of the
groups of gamblers squatted all over them. The Nepalese
are inveterate gamblers, and stake heavily on the dice.
Many curious tales are told of them, such as staking
their wives, etc. One man is said to have cut off his
left band and put it down under a cloth as his stake.
On winning the game, he insisted on his opponent cut-
ting off his hand, or else restoring all the money which
he had previously won.

14. Khicha Puja.
This is a Newar festival, which takes place on the
16th of Kartik. It consists in doing puja to dogs, and
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on this occasion all the dogs in the country may be seen
with garlands of flowers round their necks.

There are also days for doing piija to bullocks, crows,
and even frogs.

15. Bhat Pwa.

On the 17th of Kartik every woman visits her
brother’s house, puts a tika or mark on his forehead,
and a garland round his neck, and then washes his feet,
and gives him sweetmeats to eat. In return she re-
ceives a present of money, clothes and ornaments.

16. Bala chaturdast or Satbyi.

This takes place on the 14th of Aghan. People on
this day go to the forest of Mrigasthali (i.e., the small
wood opposite the temple of Pashupati), and scatter
about rice, vegetables, and sweetmeats—much to the
delight of the monkeys who dwell there.

17.  Kartik Parnymd.

On the first day of this month many women go-to
the temple of Pashupati, and remain there the whole
month, fasting and drinking only the water with which
the image is bathed. Credat Judaeus. It is said that
occasionally some die, but in general they survive their
month’s fasting. On the parnima, or last day of the
month, there are great rejoicings and an illumination of
the temple of Pashupati, and the night is spent in singing
and dancing. On the next morning the Brahmans (as
usual) are fed on the Kailas hill, at the base of which
the temple of Pashupati stands; and then the women
who have been starving return home amid the congratu-
lations of their friends and relatives.
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18. Ganesh Chauth.

This festival, which is held on the 4th of Magh, is
in honour of Ganésh, the god of wisdom. Fasting and
worship are the order of the day,—with feasting as a
sequence at night.

19. Basant or Sripanchami.

This takes place on the 20th of Magh, and is in
honour of Saraswati, the goddess of learning.

20. Holi.

This festival takes place on the last day of Phagun.
In Nepal a wooden post or chir, adorned with flags,
is erected in front of the palace, and this is burned at
night, representing the burning of the body of the old
year.

21. Maght Piarnima.

Some of the young Newars bathe in the Bagmati
every morning during Magh, and on the last day of
the month some of the bathers are carried in procession
from the bathing-places to the temples. They are carried
in ornamented dolis, lying on their backs, with lighted
chirags (lamps) on their chests, arms and legs. As most
of them wear green spectacles, to protect their eyes from
the sparks, the sight is rather mirth-provoking. Behind
the dolis follow the other bathers, bearing on their heads
earthen water-pots, perforated with innumerable straws,
through which the water escapes. Passers-by catch a
few drops and sprinkle them on their foreheads.
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22. Ghora Jatra.

On the 15th of Chait, all horses and ponies belonging
to government servants are assembled on the grand
parade-ground, and raced past the king and officials,
who are stationed on the monument in the centre of
the ground.

On the anniversary of the completion of the monu-
ment just mentioned, which bore Sir Jung Bahadur’s
statue, a méla is held on the parade-ground, all govern-
ment officials have to pitch their tents, and gambling is
allowed for two days and nights. The festival winds up
with an illumination of the monument.

As Sir Jung Bahadur's statue and the four dragons
bave been trunsferred to a new temple built by him,
the locale of this festival has been changed this year
(1875).
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CHAPTER IIL

Occupations of the people. Brihmans. Priests. Astrologers. Baids.
Clerks. Laws and punishments. Castes. Slavery. Trade and
manufactures, Agriculture. Live stock. The army. The revenue.
The roads. : ’

As this sketch is not intended for a Gazetteer, it is
unnecessary to enter at great length into the subject
of the occupations of the people.

Priests and Brahmans of course are very numerous,
and have much influence in a country where there are
so many temples, and at least half the time of the
people seems to be spent in piijas and religious holidays.
The Raj Guri is a wealthy and influential person in the
state, and has a large income from government lands,
"and also from the fines inflicted for offences against the
rules of caste. Many other priests, Gurus and Purchits,
have lands assigned to them, and many of the temples
have been richly endowed by their founders. Still, a
great many of the priests depend for their support on
the offerings of their jajmans (clients), who pay them
fees for the ceremonies performed at births, marriages
and deaths. Every family has a special priest, whose
office is hereditary. Immense sums are wasted in feeding
Brahmans on all sorts of occasions. As an instance, it
may be mentioned, that, when Sir Jung Bahadur met
with an accident at Bombay in 1875, fifteen thousand
rupees were spent in feeding Brahmans at Kathmanda.
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Astrologers form another large class of the learned
community. Some of them are also priests, but in
general the professions are distinct. In Nepal astrology
must be a profitable pursuit, as no great man thinks of
setting out on a journey, or undertaking any business
whatever, without having an auspicious moment selected.
Indeed the time for everything, from the taking of a
dose of physic to the declaration of a war, is determined
by the astrologers.

Baids, or medical men, are also numerous in Nepal,
and all families of any pretension have at least one
permanently attached to their service. There are, how-
ever, no public hospitals or dispensaries, nor any means
provided for the relief of indigent sick people.

The duties of clerks and accountants are performed
by a special class of people, chiefly Newars.

Lawyers are not held in much estimation in Nepal.
The chief justice gets a salary of some two hundred
rupees a month, so that the inducements for bribery
and corruption are great.

As an appeal can always be made to the Council
(which practically means Sir Jung Bahadur), justice is
on the whole pretty fairly administered.

The old savage code of punishments, involving muti-
lations, stripes, etc., etc., was abolished by Sir Jung
Bahadur on his return from England. Treason, rebellion,
desertion in time of war, and other offences against the
state, are punished by death or imprisonment for life;
bribery and peculation by government servants, by fines,
imprisonment, and dismissal from office.

Killing cows and murder are punished by death;
maiming cows and manslaughter, by imprisonment for
life; and other acts of violence by imprisonment or fines.
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If a low caste person pretends to belong to a higher
caste, and induces a high caste person to partake of
food or water from his hands, he renders himself liable
to a heavy fine, or imprisonment, or the confiscation of
all his property; or he may even be sold into slavery.
The victim of his deception is re-admitted to his caste
on payment of certain fees to the priests, and the per-
formance of certain fasts and ceremonies (prayaschit).

Brahmans and women are never capitally punished.
The severest punishment for women publicly is imprison-
ment for life with hard labour, and for Brihmans the
same with degradation from caste.

Slavery is one of the institutions of Nepal. Every
person of any means has several slaves in his household,
and the wealthy have generally a great number of both
sexes. It is said that there are from twenty to thirty
thousand slaves in the country. Most of these have
been born slaves; but free men and women, with all
their families, may be sold into slavery as a punishment
for certain crimes, such as incest and some offences
against caste. In a few of the wealthier households the
female slaves are not allowed to leave the house ; but in
general they enjoy a great deal of freedom in this respect,
and the morals of the female slaves are very loose in
consequence. They are generally employed in domestic
work, wood-cutting, grass-cutting, and similar labour.
The price of slaves ranges for females from 150 to 200
rupees, and for males from 100 to 150 rupees. They
are usually well treated, and on the whole seem quite
contented and happy. Should a slave have a child by
her master, she can claim her freedom.

All the trade and manufactures of the country may
be said to be in the hands of the Newars and a few
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foreigners. A few families of Kashmiris have been settled
at Kathmanda for generations, and they, and some Irakis,
are the principal traders in articles of European manu-
facture. There is a community of about 3,000 Nepalese
established at Lhasa, where there is a Nepalese vakil
(consul or resident), and these, who are chiefly Newars,
carry on the trade between Nepal and Tibet. Most
of the traders in corn, oil, salt, tobacco, confectionery,
and other articles of domestic consumption, are Newars.

The manufactures of the country are few, consisting
chiefly of cotton and coarse woollen cloth, a peculiar
kind of paper (made from the inner bark of several
species of Daphne), bells, brass and iron pots, ornaments
of silver and gold, and coarse earthenware. All the
mechanics of the country are Newars, except a few
workmen from the plains of India, employed by the
government in the public workshops and arsenals.

The great bulk of the population is employed in
agriculture, as almost every family holds a small piece
of ground. The soil of the valley cannot be said to be
very fine, but the inhabitants certainly make the most
of it. Every available scrap of ground is cultivated,
the hill-sides being terraced wherever water can be
obtained for irrigation. Indian corn and rice are the
chief crops in the hot weather, and in the cold weather
wheat, garlic, radishes, red pepper, ginger, potatoes, ete.
are grown. Most lands yield two crops every year, and
from some even three crops are obtained. The work
of cultivation is done almost entirely by hand, though
of late years the plough is being more extensively
used.

There are few cattle in the valley, as there is no grazing
ground except at the foot of the hills. Buffaloes, sheep,
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and goats for food are all imported. What few there
are in the valley are small and of inferior breeds. Ducks
and fowls are plentiful and of good quality. Much pains
are bestowed on the rearing of ducks, as their eggs are
greatly prized as an article of food. They are carried
out daily to the rice fields in large baskets and allowed
to feed there, and in the evening they are collected and
carried home again.

The military art of course has great attention be-
stowed on it by the Gorkhas. In fact, most of the
revenue of the country is wasted in playing at soldiering,
and in manufacturing very useless rifles and cannon.
The actual standing army consists of about 16,000 men.
These are divided into twenty-six regiments of from 500
to 600 men each. Besides these, however, there is a °
large force consisting of men who have served for several
years and taken their discharge. These men, after staying
a few years at home, may again enter the ranks, and
take the place of others, who in turn lie by for a year
or two. Thus the Nepalese could with little trouble
raise a force of 60,000 or 70,000 men, who have been
trained to arms.

The regiments are formed on the British model, and
are drilled with English words of command, or at least
what are supposed to be so. The army is officered much
in the same way as the English army. There is, how-
ever, no regular system of promotion, all appointments
being renewed annually, and greyhaired lieutenants are
often to be seen in the same regiment with beardless
colonels. In fact, all the higher ranks are filled up by
the sons and relatives of Sir Jung Bahadur and his
brothers.

Practically speaking, Sir Jung Bahadur is the head
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of the army, as well as of every other department;
but the post of Commander-in-Chief is held by his
eldest surviving brother, General Ranadip Singh, K.S.I.
Of the two younger brothers, Generals Jagat Sham-
shér and Dér Shamshér, each commands a division
of the army, at Patan and Bhatgion respectively.
. Besides these, there are numerous generals and major-
generals, varying from thirty down to five years of age,
who are either sons or nephews or grandsons of Sir
Jung Bahadur.

The usual undress of the army is a blue cotton
tunic, with paejimas of the same colour; and for full
dress most regiments have red cloth tunics and dark
trousers with a red stripe. The artillery uniform is
blue. The headdress consists of a small tightly-rolled
turban, on which each soldier, as a distinctive mark
of his regiment, wears a badge of silver, the property
of government. Some of these are crescent-shaped,
others oval, and so on. The non-commissioned officers
wear chains on their turbans in addition to the badge,
and the badges of the officers are jewelled and plumed
in various ways, according to their rank. The value
of the headdress of the officers is very great. Sir
Jung’s own is said to be worth £15,000.

The arms of the troops are very heterogeneous.
Some regiments have still old flint muskets, others the
percussion “brown Bess,” and others Enfield rifles,
either given to the Nepalese by the British after the
campaign of 1858, or else manufactured at Kathmanda!.
Every soldier in addition to his bayonet carries the
national weapon, the kukhri

1 Many of the rifles said to be manufactured in Nepsl, especially the breech-
lIoaders of recent date, are undoubtedly smuggled into the country through Bombay
by the aid of some Parsi merchants there.
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The cavalry of the Nepal army is on a very limited
scale, consisting of about 100 men. Indeed the country
is not adapted for the manceuvring of horse.

The artillery is on a larger scale; and there is an
attempt at horse artillery too. There are also four
mountain batteries drawn by mules. These have been
added to the armament of Nepal of late years, since
it has pleased the British Commander-in-Chief to
patronise General Babar Jung and carry him about as
an A.D.C. to the camps of exercise and other places.
There is a large number of cannon in store, and more
are being cast and bored daily. Percussion-caps are
also manufactured in the arsenal, with machinery im-
ported from England, but they are by no means of
first-rate quality. Powder of an inferior kind is like-
wise made and stored in great quantities.

As regards the efficiency of the army, there is no
doubt that the material is good, and for defensive pur-
poses, in their own hills and forests, the soldiers would
fight well, and be formidable foes; but for purposes
of aggression it is doubtful if they would be of any
use against Europeans. The officers are in general un-
educated and ignorant young men, and the troops,
though daily drilled, so as to be tolerably perfect in
their regimental exercises, have had no practical ex-
perience of war for many years. Their weapons are
very poor; a commissariat department can hardly be
said to exist; they are badly clothed, and their
accoutrements are of the most miserable and dirty
description?. '

1 Their rifles are rusty and dirty-looking outside. As for the inside, I have
often seen a soldier sitting by the side of a ditch, busied in scouring his rifle with a
" wisp of grass and a handful of sand !

W. N, . 4
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To give an idea of the force which can be assem-
bled, I may mention that the troops employed in the
last war with Tibet, in 1854, amounted to 27,000 men,
with 29,000 partially armed coolies and camp-followers,
and 390,000 unarmed baggage-coolies ; leaving about
7,000 fighting men at home. The utmost efforts, how-
ever, were made in this war, and the country was re-
duced to the greatest distress, the sole result being
that the Tibetans agreed to pay an annual tribute of
10,000 rupees (£1000).

The revenue of Nepil is about 96 lakhs of rupees
(say £96,000). It is chiefly derived from land-tax,
custom-duties, the produce of the sal forests in the
Terai, and various Government monopolies.

Of the roads in Nepal there is little to be said.
The only route by which Europeans are allowed to
enter the country has been fully described already. As
far as Hetowra there is a rough cart-track. From He-
towra to Bhimphédi the road is good, and the streams
have been bridged. Beyond Bhimphédi the road is a
mere pag-dandi or footpath over the hills, impassable
for laden beasts of burden. Within the valley there
are only two good roads. One of these extends from
Tankot, at the foot of the Chandragiri pass, to Bhatgaon.
The other runs from Thapatali to Balaji, and is only
about three miles in length. On these roads the streams
are all substantially bridged. The other roads in the
valley are rough footpaths, quite unfit for vehicles or
even for laden beasts of burden. The two roads to
Tibet are mere rugged paths over-the hills.



CHAPTER 1IV.

Brief sketch of the recent history of the country, and of the intercourse
with the British. Colonel Kirkpatrick’s mission. War with the
British in 1814. Appointment of a Resident. Domestic intrigues
and struggles for power. Death of General Bhimasena Thapa.
General Matabar Singh. First appearance of Jung Bahadur. His
rise to power. The Kot massacre. Sir Jung’s visit to England.
‘War with Tibet in 1854. Troops sent to assist the British in 1857,
The Nana Sahib. 8ir Jung’s proposed visit to England in 1875.

~ AvrtHOUGH the native history of the country will be
given in full, it may not be amiss to insert here a short
account of the principal events in the intercourse of the
British with Nepal.

The two governments first came into collision as
early as the time of the Gorkha invasion. The former
Rajas applied to the British for assistance, and Captain
Kinloch with a few companies of Sepoys advanced into
the Terai in 1765, but was repulsed by the Gorkha
troops.

In 1791 the Gorkhas had entered into a commercial
treaty with the British, and hence, when in difficulties
with the Chinese in that year, they applied for assistance
to Lord Cornwallis. In consequence of this, a mission
under Colonel Kirkpatrick was despatched to Nepal, and

reached Noakot in the early part of 1792. By this time,
4—2
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however, the Gorkhas had submitted to the Chinese, and
British interference was unnecessary. This was the first
occasion on which a British officer entered the country.
One result of the mission was the signing of another
commercial treaty on the 1st of March 1792.

In October 1801 a new treaty was signed by the
British and Nepalese authorities, and Captain W. D.
Knox was appointed British Resident at the Nepalese
court. Many obstacles were thrown in the way of this
officer'’s entering the country, but at last he succeeded
in reaching the capital, in April 1802. Little benefit,
however, arose from his presence in Nepal. He soon
found that nothing could be done with a people
“amongst whom no engagements, however solemnly
contracted, are considered binding, when deviation from
them can be committed with any prospect of impunity ;”
and in consequence of their failing to adhere to their
engagements, he was withdrawn from the country in
April 1803.

In January 1804 the treaty with Nepal was formally
dissolved by Lord Wellesley; and though an attempt
was made at negotiation in May 1810, the relations
between the countries gradually became worse, till at
length the encroachments of the Nepalese on British
territory could no longer be endured, and on the 1st of
November 1814 war was proclaimed by the British.

Of the progress of the war under Generals Marley,
Wood, Gillespie, and Ochterlony, it is unnecessary here to
give details. At first, from ignorance of the country and
the enemy to be encountered, the British met with several
disasters, under Generals Wood and Marley ; and General
Gillespie fell during the assault on a small fort named
Kalunga. General Ochterlony was more successful, and
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the Gorkhas retired beyond the Kali river, and began to
negotiate for peace. Inflated, however, by their tempo-
rary successes, the Nepalese would not listen to reason,
and again took up arms. General Ochterlony was now
put at the head of the expedition, and under him the
British troops soon made their way to Makwanpir, a
town and fort in the Terai, to the south of the valley
of Nepal, distant only thirty-five miles from the capital.
The Gorkhas, finding themselves worsted, now submitted ;
and after much delay, and a threat on the part of General
Ochterlony of again resuming hostilities, a treaty was at
length signed in March 1816. By this treaty the Nepal-
ese relinquished large portions of their newly acquired
territory to the British. Some of these were assigned
to chiefs who had aided in the war, others were retained
by the British, and a large part of the Terai was not
long afterwards restored to the Nepalese.

In fulfilment of the terms of the treaty, a British
Resident was appointed, and Mr Gardiner was the person
selected to fill the post. As there was some delay, how-
ever, in his taking up the duty, Lieutenant Boileau was
appointed to officiate for him, and this officer reached
Kathmanda in April 1816.

The king of Nepal was at this time still a youth, and
the reins of government were held by General Bhimasena
Thapa.

Soon after the British arrived in the country, small-
pox broke out, and committed great ravages among the
people. Amongst other victims, the king died on
the 20th of November 1816. One of his Ranis and six
female slaves immolated themselves as Satis along with
him. On the 8th of December, the young Prince, Raj
Indra Bikram Sih Bahadur Shamshér Jung, was placed
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on the throne. As the new monarch was only three
years old, the government was still carried on by General
Bhimasena Thapa.

In the meanwhile, the Nepalese were intriguing with
China for assistance to expel the British Resident and
renew the war, but they failed in their designs.

Towards the end of 1817, Dr Wallich visited Nepal,
and carried on his botanical researches for a year.

From this time onwards the records of Nepal furnish
little of interest, except a history of intestinal struggles
for power between the Thapa and Panre factions, and
futile attempts at forming combinations with other
states in Hindustin against the British. In 1824 the
young king was married, and on the 5th of October
1829 a son and heir was born.

In 1833, the king, instigated by one of the Ranis,
who was of an ambitious disposition, attempted to free
himself from the rule of Bhimasena, but without success.
The attempt, however, was renewed in 1836, and in
1837 Bhimasena was removed from office, and imprisoned
on the charge of having poisoned an infant son of the
king. He was, however, released and pardoned after a

few months’ confinement, but he never regained his former
position; and in May 1839 he was again put in iroms,
on the old charge, and kept closely confined. His wife
and female relatives were threatened with exposure and
shameful ill-treatment in public; and preferring to die
rather than be a witness of such disgrace, Bhimasena
committed suicide in prison. At least so the government
reported, though: there were grave doubts at the time
as to whether it was not a case of assassination. His
corpse was dragged through the streets of Kathmanda,
and flung upon a heap of rubbish, on the other side of
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the bridge leading from the town across the Vishnumati
to the west. So ended the life of a gallant old chief,
who had ruled Nepal for five-and-twenty years.

From this time on to 1843, the enemies of Bhimasena,
the Kala Panre faction, continued in power, though some-
times ousted from office for a time by other factions.
Intrigues both within the country, and in Hindustan,
were being constantly carried on ; and there were frequent
disputes with the British Government, which sometimes
threatened to terminate in open hostilities. Fortunately,
however, by the skilful management of the Resident,
Mr Hodgson, war was averted.

In 1843 the nephew of Bhimasena, a dashing soldier
named Mitabar Singh, returned from exile!. He soon
obtained favour with the Court and army, and the first
exertion of his power was to effect the destruction of his
enemies, the Kala Panres, who were seized and executed
in May 1843.

About this time mention is often made, in the reports
of official proceedings, of a rising young soldier named
Jung Bahadur. He was one of a band of seven brothers,
the sons of a Kaji, or Nepalese official. He had, as usual,
entered the military service when young, and for a time
had been the personal attendant of the young prince. By
this time, however, he had risen to the rank of Colonel,
and in 1844 his uncle, Matabar Singh, expressed some
alarm at the increase of his influence at Court and with
the army.

The Resident, Sir Henry (then Major) Lawrence,
mentions him as an intelligent young man, particularly

1 He had been sent on an embassy to Calcutta in 1836, and subsequently to
Ranjit Singh. His conduct having been suspicious on the latter occasion, he had
been detained by the British under surveillance, receiving, however, an allowance of
1000 rupees a month.
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expert in all military matters, but, though young in years,
profoundly versed in intrigue.

He continued to ingratiate himself with one of the
Ranis, who held the chief power in the Court, and at last,
finding himself in a firmer position, he began to develope
his ambitious projects. On the 18th of May 1845,
Matabar Singh, who, though prime minister, had become
unpopular at Court, was summoned to an audience with
the king at the palace. On entering the room where he
expected to find the king, he was killed by a rifle-shot,
fired from the Zenana gallery at the end of the room.
His body was then thrown out of the window, and dragged
away by an elephant to the banks of the Bagmati at
Pashupati. Next morning Jung Bahadur reported the
circumstance officially to the Resident, but for the time
the king was said to have been the slayer of the prime
minister, and the deed was acknowledged, and even
boasted of, by the king. Subsequently, however, it ap-
peared that Matabar Singh was killed by Jung Bahadur,
at the instigation of the queen; and the king, who was
little better than an imbecile, was made to take the credit
of the deed.

Jung Bahiadur now took a prominent part in the
government, though not actually included in the ministry,
which consisted of a sort of coalition of various factions,
the prime minister being Gagan Singh. A

In 1846 Sir Henry Lawrence left Nepal, and was
succeeded by Mr Colvin, who, however, was soon obliged
to quit the country on account of ill-health, leaving Major
Ottley in charge. On the 15th of September 1846, the
Resident was surprised by a visit at midnight from the
king, who in much agitation informed him that a fearful
tragedy was being enacted in the city.
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This is what is known as the Kot massacre, and as it
is an important event in the history of Nepal, it may be
as well to give a detailed account of it.

The king at this time was a mere tool in the hands of
the Rani, who, after the murder of Matabar Singh, may
be said to have been the actual ruler of the country. In
the coalition ministry she had one especial friend named
Gagan Singh. This noble, on the night of the 14th of
September, was shot in his own house, while he was in
the act of performing his devotions in a private room.
Who instigated this deed has never been satisfactorily
determined, although afterwards a person named Ali Jah,
said to have been the murderer, was executed. The Rani,
however, at once blamed her enemies in the ministry, and
insisted on the king assembling all the ministers and
nobles in council to find out the assassin. Fath Jang and
his colleagues, surprised at the untimely summons, hurried
to the place of meeting at the Kot, a large building, some-
what in European style, near the palace. Here, in the
meantime, were assembled the Rani, Jung Bahadur, his
band of brothers, and his faithful body-guard, armed with
rifles. The queen’s party was carefully arranged and
heavily armed, whereas the members of council came as
they were summoned, in a hurry, each from his own house,
and with no weapons but their swords. There is no doubt
that the whole affair was arranged beforehand, and that
written orders were given by the Rani to Jung Bahadur.
A stormy discussion ensued, insults were freely ex-
changed, and when Fath Jung laid his hand on the hilt of
his sword!, it seemed to he the signal for an attack by

1 According to another story, an attempt was made to arrest Fath Jung, and his
son attacked and wounded some of Jung Bahadur’s brothers and party with his
sword. Jung Bahadur shot Fath Jung with his own nﬂe, as he was going to draw
his sword to cut down one of his brothers.
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Jung Bahadur and his faithful soldiers, who in the mean-
time had guarded the entrance of the building. In a few
minutes thirty-two of the nobles of the country, and up-
wards of a hundred of the lower ranks, were shot down.
The poor king, alarmed by the noise of the struggle,
mounted his horse and rode off to the Residency. On
his return, within an hour, he found the gutters around
the Kot filled with the blood of his ministers, and what
little power he possessed in the state was gone for ever.

Jung Bahadur, backed by his band of brothers and the
army, was now the most powerful man in Nepal. A few
of the old Sardars, however, still tried to make head
against him, but without success. On the 2nd of
November thirteen more of the Sardars were put to death,
and in December the king fled from the country to
Benares.

The Rani, who had hoped by means of Jung Bahadur
to establish her own power, and to secure the succession
to her own children, found herself bitterly disappointed,
and was soon obliged to leave the country, and take
refuge at Benares.

In 1847 the king made an attempt to regain his power,
and advanced as far as Segowli. Several plots were formed
to assassinate Jung Bahadur, but without success; and
the only result of them was that the agents were put to
death, and the king declared by his conduct to have
forfeited his right to the throne. Accordingly, on the
12th of May he was deposed, and the heir-apparent placed
on the throne. The king now determined to make one
struggle more, and entered the Terai with a small force,
but he was attacked and easily taken prisoner.

From this time Jung Bahadur has been the undisputed
ruler of the country. The old king is a prisoner in the
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palace. The present king is kept under the strictest
surveillance, and not allowed to exercise any power what-
ever. The heir-apparent is also kept in a state of obscurity,
being never permitted to take a part in any public busi-
ness, or even to appear at the Durbars, to which the
British Resident is invited. In fact, one may live for
years in Nepal without either seeing or hearing of the
king.

The present heir-apparent was born on the 1st of
December 1847.

In 1848 an offer was made to the British Resident of
eight regiments of Nepalese troops to assist in the war
against the Sikhs. This however was declined.

In April 1849 the Rani of Lahore, the mother of
Dhuleep Sing, took refuge in Nepal.

Jung Bahadur, having got rid of every possible op-
ponent, and having strengthened his position by connect-
ing his family by marriage with every person who had any
influence in the country, considered that he was perfectly
secure. He therefore,in 1850, proposed to visit England,
and started for this purpose with a large retinue on the
15th of January. One of his brothers was left to act as
prime minister in his absence. This visit had a most
beneficial effect, as Jung Bahadur was accompanied by
two of his brothers and several of the influential men of
the country, who thus had an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the power and resources of the British.
The whole party were much delighted with the welcome
they received in England, and they still talk in the
warmest terms of admiration of all the wonders they
beheld.

On the 6th of February 1851, Jung Bahadur re-
turned to Nepal, and one of his first proceedings was to
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revise the criminal code of the country. Mutilation,
which used to be inflicted as a punishment for many
crimes, was abolished, and capital punishment was re-
stricted to cases of murder and high treason. Regula-
tions and restrictions were made for Sati, and many
other reforms introduced. In short, whatever may be said
of the way in which Jung Bahadur obtained power, there
is no doubt that he has always exercised it for the good
of the country, and he is undoubtedly the greatest bene-
factor that Nepal has ever possessed.

Shortly after his return, his enemies once more began
to conspire against Jung Bahadur, and they were sup-
ported by some of the most orthodox and conservative of
the nobles, who wished to make out that by his visit to
England he had lost caste, and was unfit to hold the post
of prime minister. Among the conspirators were the
king’s brother, one of Jung Bahadur’s own brothers, and
his cousin. These were arrested, and only saved from
decapitation or mutilation by the British Government
consenting to retain them as prisoners at Allahabad,
where they were confined for several years. On some of

the minor conspirators public degradation from caste was
" inflicted, a most disgusting ceremony.

From this time till 1854, all went on quietly in the
country, with the exception of two more attempts to get
rid of Jung Bahadur, in November 1852 and June 1853.

In 1853 a treaty for the extradition of criminals was
proposed by the British Government, but it was not
ratified till the 23rd of February 1855.

In 1853 the conspirators imprisoned at Allahabad
were released, at the request of the Nepalese Government,
and allowed to return to their country, where, however,
they were kept under surveillance. Jung’s brother was
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made governor of Pilpa and Butwal, a district of the
Terai, to the westward; he died in 1873. The king’s
brother, who seems to be tainted with hereditary insanity,
became a fakir, and may still (1875) be seen wandering
about and bathing at the various holy places, in all the
odour (and filth) of sanctity.

In March 1855 proposals were made for the ad-
mission of a scientific expedition into Nepal, under the
Schlagintweits, but Jung Bahadur steadily refused to
hear of such a thing.

In 1854 the Nepalese began to have disputes with
the Tibetans, originating in the ill-treatment experienced
by the embassy to China, which used to take tribute and
presents every fifth year to the emperor. On the last
occasion of the embassy passing through Tibet, it was
plundered of merchandise and presents, and some of the
officials were insulted. Great preparations were made by
the Nepalese for this war for a whole year. Stores were
collected, and coolies employed in carrying guns, ammuni-
tion, and food, to the frontier, and large bodies of troops
were raised.

The war was carried on with varying success for nearly
two years. The Nepalese experienced great difficulty in
conveying their guns and stores over the mountains, and
the troops suffered greatly from the severe cold and
scarcity of food. To alleviate the latter, Jung Bahadur is
said to have discovered, and got the Raj Gura officially
to corroborate the fact, that Yaks were not oxen but deer,
and hence that they could be used as food by the
orthodox Hindus!

Indeed, the obstacles met with were so great, that,
though the Bhotias and Tibetans could not resist them in
the open field, still the Nepalese were unable to penetrate
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beyond Jiinga, and the Kerong and Kutti passes. The
difficulties to be encountered, had they advanced farther,
would have increased at every footstep, and it may be
doubted if they would ever have succeeded in entering
Tibet.

In November 1855, news reached Kathmandia that
Kutti had been surprised and retaken by the Bhotiyas,
and that Jinga and Kerong were also surrounded by
large bodies of troops. Reinforcements were at once
hurried up; Kutti was retaken, and after some severe
fighting Jinga and Kerong were relieved. The relieving
force at Jinga, however, was besieged for twenty-nine
days, and the troops suffered greatly from cold and want
of food. _

The Tibetans now began to find that they could not
contend successfully with the Nepalese, and proposals
for peace were made. - The negotiations, however, lasted
for months, as frequent references had to be made to the
Chinese authorities at Lhasa. In the meantime six fresh
regiments were being raised at Kathmandid, a war-tax
was about to be levied on all officials, above the rank of
Jamadar, of one-third of the produce of their land, and
every preparation was made for pushing on the war in
the next season. Fortunately, however, terms were agreed
on, and a treaty of peace was signed on the 25th of March
1856. The main points of it were, that Tibet should
pay 10,000 rupees (£1000) annually, on condition of the
Nepalese evacuating the Tibetan territory which they had
occupied ; that the import duties on goods from Nepal
should be remitted ; and that a Gorkha official should be
allowed to reside at Lhasa, to protect the interests of
Nepalese traders. Several other minor points, such as
exchange of prisoners, pardon for Tibetan subjects who
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had assisted the Nepalese, etc., were provided for. Thus
ended the war with Tibet, much to the satisfaction of the
Nepalese, upon whose resources the supporting of such a
huge expedition was a burden that could not much longer
have been endured.

On the 1st of August 1856, Jung Bahidur resigned
the post of prime minister in favour of his brother Bam
Bahadur, and he himself was created Maharija, with
sovereignty over the two provinces of Kaski and Lamjung,
and with power to act as adviser to the king and prime
minister. }

At the end of this year Mr Schlagintweit was permitted
to visit the country, and to take a few observations, such
as could be taken within the narrow limits assigned to
Europeans.

In the beginning of 1857 there was an uneasy feeling
in the Nepalese army, which at one time threatened to
produce serious consequences, but fortunately the dis-
turbances were put down without bloodshed.

In June intelligence was received of the mutiny of
the native army in Hindustan, and the Durbar at once
offered to send troops to the assistance of the British.
On the 15th of June two regiments started, and three
more were to follow at once. Unfortunately, however, the
measures adopted by the Resident, General G. Ramsay,
were mnot approved of by the Governor-general, and
the troops were recalled. Had they gone on, it is pro-
bable that the massacre at Cawnpore would never have
occurred. »

On the 26th of June, however, a telegram was received
by the Resident, instructing him to accept the offer of
troops, and 3000 men started on the 2nd of July, while
1000 more followed on the 13th and 14th of August.
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At the end of June Jung Bahadur resumed the offices
of prime minister and commander-in-chief, and shortly
afterwards offers were made of more troops to assist the
British ; but it was not till the 10th of December that
Jung Bahadur set out himself with an army of 8000 men.
This force was joined by Colonel MacGregor, as military
commissioner, and assisted in the campaign of 1857 and
1858 against the rebels.

Early in 1858 numbers of fugitive rebels took refuge
in the Nepalese Terai; and as there were but few troops
in that part of the country, they remained there almost
unmolested. Amongst those who came subsequently,
were the Begum of Lucknow and her son, Brijis Kadr, the
infamous Nana Sahib, Bala Rao, Mammu Khan, Beni
Madho, and about fifty more of the principal leaders of
the rebellion. The rebels suffered greatly in the Terai
from sickness and want of provisions; and in September
the Nana himself was said to have fallen a victim to
malarious fever. This, however, is doubtful. The fact
seems to have been, that the Nepalese temporised with
the rebels till they had got all the jewels and money they
could out of them, in the meantime throwing every
possible obstacle in the way of attempts on the part of the
British to arrest them. At last, at the end of 1859, the
Nepalese organized an expedition, and, in concert with
the British troops, swept the remainder of the mutineers
out of the Terai.

In February 1860, the Nana's wives took refuge in
Nepal, where they ‘still reside in a house close to Tha-
patali.. There are not wanting those who say that
the Nana himself is still living in the interior of
Nepal; and as far as the British Resident’s power of
obtaining intelligence goes, he might be within twenty
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miles of the capital any day, without his ever being
heard of. The Begam of Lucknow and her son also took
refuge in the country, and still (1875) reside there in a
house not far from Thapatali.

The strength of the auxiliary force supphed by the
Nepalese in the campaign of 1857-58 was upwards of
8000 fighting men, with more than 500 artillerymen,
and 24 guns, and of course a number of followers. All
these, as well as the 4000 men of the earlier expedition,
were fed and paid by the British from the day of their
leaving Kathmanda. .

In addition to the outlay thus incurred, all the troops
employed received batta, and a large portion of the Terai
was made over to Nepal. This ground contains valuable
sil forests, and yields a revenue of several lakhs of rupees
yearly. Besides this, General Jung Bahadur was created
a G. C. B, an honour of which he is not a little proud.

There is no doubt that it was entirely owing to the
personal influence of Sir Jung Bahadur that troops were
sent to assist at all; and had it not been for his repre-
sentations of the power and resources of the British, it
may be doubted whether the Nepalese would not have
held aloof from the struggle, or, more probably, have
been induced to side with the rebels. Now, however, all
parties see the wisdom of the course adopted, and Sir
Jung Bahadur’s position has no doubt been rendered more
secure by the benefits which the country has derived from
his policy.

From the conclusion of the expedition against the
remnants of the mutineers up to the present time, there
is but little that is worth chronicling.

Some alterations have been made in the treaties for
the extradition of criminals; but all efforts to induce the

-

W.N. )
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Nepalese to relax their jealous rules regarding the ex-
clusion of foreigners have proved fruitless, and the
country, except for fifteen miles around the capital, is as
much a terra incognita as it was when Colonel Kirk-
patrick visited it nearly a hundred years ago.

In 1873-74 there were some disputes with Tibet,
which it was at one time feared might lead to another
war. For the present, however, all danger of this seems
to have passed away.

In 1873 Sir Jung Bahadur was created a G.C.S.1.;
and at the same time received from the Emperor of China
the title an1 insignia of Thong-lin-pim-ma-ko-kang-vang-
syan. ’

In 1874 he proposed to revisit England with several
of his brothers, sons, and nephews, and he had got as
far on the way as Bombay, when he met with an accident,
which put a stop to the intended journey.

On 8th of August 1875, a son was born to the Crown
Prince, the mother being one of Sir Jung’s daughters. A
son had been born four years before this, but he was
a sickly child and died within a month of his birth.



CHAPTER V.

Remarks on the aspeot of political matters in Nepal at the present time.
Sir Jung Bahadur’s influence. His numerous relatives. Prospect
of the country being thrown open to Europeans. Trade. Charac-
ter of the Nepalese. Position of the Resident and other Europeans
in Nepil. Means of obtaining information regarding the country.
Amusements and employments of young men of the upper classes,
Concluding general remarks on the country and its climate.

HaviNg now described the Valley of Nepal, and given
a brief sketch of its people and its history, it only re-
mains for me to add a few remarks on the probable
future of the country, the general condition of the people,
the prospects of trade, and the social intercourse existing
between the Nepalese and Europeans. To treat of all
these subjects fully would increase the bulk of this
introduction to an unreasonable extent; I shall there-
fore be as succinct as possible.

As long as Sir Jung Bahadur retains his present
influence in the country, it is extremely unlikely that
there will be any change in the relations existing between
the British and Nepalese. He has obtained a most
astonishing hold upon the country. His word is law,
and his power seems unlimited. Owing to the inter-
marriages between his numerous relatives and all ranks
of the upper classes, his family interests are interwoven
with those of almost every other family, from that of the
king down to the lowest officials. '

Ut
|
1o
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The Heir Apparent to the throne is married to three
of his daughters ; the second son of the king to a daughter
and niece ; his eldest son married a daughter of the king,
and has a boy of ten years of age; the nephew of the
king has married a daughter; and so on through all
grades of the higher classes. As Sir Jung Bahadur has
had upwards of a hundred children, the opportunities
for increasing his connexions have been tolerably ex-
tensive. Besides his own children merely, the immense
number of his nephews and nieces must also be remem-
bered.

Great though his power is, there are still some matters
in which Sir Jung Bahadur dares not interfere with the
customs and prejudices of the people. Thus, though
he has restricted Sati, still he seems unable to abolish
the custom entirely, as the priests, who are a most
influential body, are of course strongly opposed to such
a course. And as regards throwing open the country
to Europeans, I believe that he himself would not be
unwilling to do so; but the measure would be so un-
popular among all grades of the inhabitants, that to
attempt it might endanger his position, if not his life.
Bhimasena’s unfortunate fate is often ascribed to the
fact of his having been a party to the admission of a
European Resident into the country; and the Nepalese
have a proverb somewhat to the effect that “with the
merchant comes the musket, and with the Bible comes
the bayonet!” Sir Jung Bahadur is now advanced in
years, being about sixty. What may happen in the
event of his becoming frail, or dying suddenly, it is
difficult to anticipate. Most probably there will be a
succession of struggles for power, accompanied with much
bloodshed, amongst his relatives ; such in fact as usually
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occurs when “an Amurath an Amurath succeeds.” Some
of the officials, who have grown gray in the service of
the State without obtaining any promotion, and who
have seen themselves passed over by children and fa-
vourites, are by no means well pleased or contented ; and
some of these might be prepared to follow any influential
leader; but it is difficult to conceive where such a
one is to be found outside of Sir Jung Bahadur’s own
family. _

As regards trade, I am aware that it is very generally
believed that there is a great field for European enter-
prise in Nepal, and through it with Tibet. I suspect,
however, that this is an erroneous idea. The people are
poor, and have few wants that are not supplied by their
own country. The export trade from Nepal is very
small, and it is difficult to imagine that it could be much
increased, as the country is a poor, rugged, mountainous
land, just producing enough for the support of its popu-
lation. The imports consist chiefly of cloth, and a few
European articles used by the highest classes, The
lower orders infinitely prefer their home-made cloth,
both cotton and woollen, which is far more lasting than
that which is imported.

One ‘or two Europeans, who have been employed as
tutors by Sir Jung Bahadur, have tried to develope
trade; but beyond exporting musk, and dealing in a
few muslins, etc. for the families of the higher classes,
they were quite unsuccessful.

The Nepalese, too, are a most penurious and ava-
ricious people. They take every possible advantage of
a foreign trader, and unhesitatingly break any bargain,
if they think they can profit by so doing. They must
not be judged by the wasteful extravagance that is
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displayed by the few officials who visit Calcutta and
the plains of India. These make a great display for a
few months, out of a mere spirit of ostentation; and
these very people, when they return to their own country,
are the most penurious and miserly in their habits.

As long as the roads between British India and
Nepal, and between Nepal and Tibet, remain as they
are at present, any trade with the last-named country
I conceive to be impracticable ; and no change will be
made, as long as Nepal is held by the Gorkhas. If the
British are prepared to force a commercial intercourse
with Nepal and Tibet, they must first annex Nepal. Of
course this could be easily done, if a few millions of
money, and the lives of some thousands of soldiers, were
ready to be expended; but I doubt if the game would
be worth the candle.

The population of Nepil, as I have already said, is
but a poor one. Some parts of the country, such as the
valley around the capital, are densely, too densely,
peopled ; but most of the country, so far as we are aware,
consists of rocky ranges of hills, and narrow, unhealthy
valleys, where the people can barely earn enough to feed
and clothe themselves in the poorest manner. The Terai
is the most valuable part of the country, and that, in
case of hostilities, the British could seize and hold with
the greatest ease, thereby utterly ruining Nepal. Though
poor, the people in general are contented. They have
few taxes to pay, and their customs and prejudices are
not interfered with. Justice is fairly administered, and
the “law’s delays” are by no means so great as in
more civilized regions. There are no legal harpies to
foment litigation, no municipal corporations, no road-
funds, no educational taxes, nor any of the thousand and
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one innovations that so exasperate the subjects of the
British in India. “Dastir,” the mighty deity of the
East, reigns paramount. Each family has a scrap of
ground, for which they usually pay the good old es-
tablished rent of half the produce. They cultivate this,
and earn enough to feed themselves, to provide their
simple clothing, and to leave a trifle for expenditure on
the numerous high-days and holidays, which take up,
perhaps, a third of their time. Beyond these they have
no wants, and are contented, and enjoy life in their own
way. ‘Such are natural philosophers,” we may say with
Touchstone. Foolish ones, perhaps; and no doubt their
successors might be raised in the scale of humanity,—at
the cost of infinite suffering to the present generation.
Whether we have a right to force our commerce and
civilization upon people who do not want them; whether
the people would really be benefited by them; and
whether the means we should adopt for the purpose are
the most likely to be successful; are questions that I
leave for political economists to decide.

The position of the Resident in Nepal is a somewhat
peculiar one. It differs from similarly named appoint-
ments in the protected States of India in this, that in
Nepal the Resident has nothing whatever to do with the
government of the country. In fact, he merely acts as
consul, in the same way as the British Consul at any
European court. The Nepalese are particularly proud of
their independence, and most jealous of any interference
with their domestic policy. ‘

Social intercourse there is none. The Prime Minister
visits the Residency ceremonially, twice a year, and the
Resident returns the visits in like manner. Besides these
visits, the Resident and Minister may meet a few times in
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the year, when any especially important business occurs ;
or on the occasion of a marriage in the royal family the
Resident may be invited to look on at the procession ; but
this is all the intercourse that takes place.

There is a guard of Nepalese soldiers on the road
leading to the Residency, and no Gorkha can enter the
limits of the Residency without permission from Sir Jung
Bahadur, and without being accompanied by the Vakil.

Whenever a European goes out walking, he is fol-
lowed by a Nepalese soldier from the guard; and 1
believe a daily report is made of everything that occurs
at the Residency.

Such being the state of affairs, it can be easily under-
stood how difficult it is for the Resident, or any European,
to obtain information on any subject beyond what
actually comes under his own observation. Long ago
it used to be the custom to employ and pay what may
be called spies,— “secret intelligence department” was
the polite phrase,—and much money was expended in
this way. It turned out, however, that when the Resident
gave fifty rupees, the Durbar gave a hundred; and of
course the information obtained was most valuable! One
unfortunate man, who was employed to explore the
country, disappeared ; and long afterwards, when a change
of ministry had taken place, it was ascertained that
the poor fellow had been suspected, and in consequence
murdered. In extradition cases, unless the Nepalese are
utterly indifferent in the matter, it is almost impossible
to obtain the arrest of a criminal. In short, Nepal is the
Alsatia of Northern India, and the Nepalese pride them-
selves on never surrendering a fugitive, provided, that is,
that he is a Brahman, or likely to be useful to them in
any way.
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Personally, the higher classes are overpoweringly
polite and affable to European officials, or to any one
who is likely to be able to benefit them. Otherwise their
bearing is rude and insolent in the highest degree. In
fact, they seem to think rudeness a proof of manly in-
dependence. They are always ready to ask for favours,
either public or private; but when any return is ex-
pected, the less that is looked for from them the better.
A royal Duke, or a Governor-general, or even a Resident,
will meet with a great show of friendliness when he goes
on a hunting expedition in the Terai; but in the valley
of Nepal a sportsman generally finds infinite pains taken
to spoil his sport.

Owing to our mistaken policy of always giving way to
their demands, and lavishly bestowing honours and titles,
I believe that the younger and more foolish portion of
the community firmly believe that the British are afraid
of them, and that their army is quite a match for any
force that could be brought against it. It is strange that
such should be the case, as many of these young men
have lived for years at Calcutta, and have been present
at various camps of exercise; but the Gorkhas are so
arrogant and self-conceited, that I believe nothing will
ever convince them of their inferiority, till they meet
with some severe disaster. It is most unfortunate that
Sir Jung Bahadur’s project of visiting England in 1875
was not carried out, as it would have been highly bene-
ficial to the conceited young gentlemen who would have
accompanied him.

How the Gorkhas occupy and amuse themselves is as
yet an unfathomed mystery to me. They have no busi-
ness, except playing at soldiering; they have no out-of-
door games ; they never shoot, except when they go to
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the Terai ; and they have no literature to occupy them in
their houses. In short, they seem to have nothing to fill
up their leisure hours, which must be numerous; and in
oconsequence they are given up to gossipping, gambling,
and debauchery of all sorts. Attempts have been made
at various times by their tutors to get the young men to
play at cricket and other games, but such amusements
are thought degrading. Even to walk is beneath their
dignity, and when moving about in their own houses and
grounds, they are generally carried pick-a-back by a slave
or attendant. I have often seen boys of from eight to
fifteen years of age thus riding to their tutor’s house of
a morning, a distance of, perhaps, two hundred yards.

I may be thought harsh in my statements regarding
the Nepalese. All I can say is, they are true; and I see
no good purpose to be served by praising and saying
fine things of people who do not deserve it. Of course
I do not say that there are no exceptions. Sir Jung
Bahadur himself is always most kind and courteous in
his demeanour, and whatever may be his failings, he
always bears himself as a gentleman. He is undoubtedly
also a most acute and talented man, and it would be well
for Nepal, if there were a few more amongst the rising
generation fit to be compared to him. Some of the
young men also are pleasant and gentlemanly in their
manners, but I am afraid that what I have previously
stated is true with regard to most of them.

As for the country of Nepal, it would take the pen of
a Ruskin and the pencil of a Turner or a Claude to do
justice to its beauties. The road through the Terai, and
the Noakot valley, are most lovely; and the views of
the snowy range obtainable in the cold season from the
Valley, and from the hills on the northern side, are, I
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believe, unrivalled for extent and magnificence. The
climate is delicious. In winter the air is clear and
bracing, and there are frequently hoar-frost and ice in
the mornings. I have seen the thermometer as low as
20°, when exposed in the open air at night. The sum-
mer is not very hot, and the thermometer indoors, with
all the windows open, seldom ranges above 80° The
average mean temperature for the year is 60°, and the
average rainfall 60 inches. What a magnificent sana-
torium the Valley would be for the inhabitants of
Calcutta !
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HISTORY OF NEPAL.

CHAPTER I

Mythological period of the history, extending through the Satya, Tréta,
and Dwapar Yugas or ages. It contains numerous curious legends
regarding the temples, towns and holy places of the country.

THE valley on the southern side of the snowy range,
which is within Suméru (the Himalaya), which was
created by Ishwar (who emanated from the great
Ishwar, the first Buddh, who in his turn sprang from
Sachchit Buddh, who was the first of all), was formerly
known as Nag Hrad, ¢.e., the tank of the serpent.

In Satya Yuga, Bipaswi Buddh came from a city
known by the name of Bandhumati; and, having taken
up his abode on the mountain to the west of Nag Hrad,
sowed a lotus-seed in the tank, on the day of the full
moon in the month of Chait. Having named the moun-
tain on which he dwelt, Jat Matrochchal, he returned
to his former abode, leaving on the spot his disciples,
to whom he foretold future events. In honour of this
circumstance, a Méla (or fair) is held on the mountain
on the day of the full moon in the month of Chait.

In the same Yuga, the lotus-seed that had been

! Now called Nagarjun.
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" sown brought forth a lotus-flower, in the middle of
which Swayambha (who had come from Aknisht Bhuban)
appeared in the form of light, on the day of the full
moon in Aswin. Having heard of this, Sikhi Buddh
came from Arunpuri, and after much meditation and
observation of the Swayambhii-light from a mountain,
he uttered prophecies, and then incorporated himself
with the light on the Mésh Sankranti day!. From this
time the mountain was called Dhyanochcha? and a Méla
is held there on the anniversary of that day.

After this, in the Treta Yuga, Biswa-bhii-buddh came
from a country called Aniipam, and having seen the
Swayambhi Buddh from a mountain, and made an offer-
ing of a lakh of flowers, which had fallen from the trees
on the mountain, to Swayambhi, he declared that the
mountain should in future be called Phiilochcha3. Then,
having shown to his disciples the place through which
the water of the Nag Hrad should be made to run out,
he returned to his former abode.

After this, in the same Trétd Yuga, Bodhisatwa
Manjasri came from Mahachin (China), and stayed on
Mahamandap* for three nights, and saw the Swayambh-
light. He then thought of cutting a passage through
the mountains to drain the Nag Hrad. For this purpose
he went to the low hills on the southern side, and
placed his two goddesses, named Barda and Mokshada,
one on Philochcha and the other on Dhyinochcha,
himself remaining in the middle. He then cut through
the mountain, which he called Kotwal® and let the

1 The day on which the Sun enters Aries.

3 Now called Champadévi, east of Chandragiri and south of K&thmanda.

3 Now called Phialchok, above Godavari, 9720 feet high.

¢ A small hill one mile east of Bhatgaon, also called Manjisri Thin, because
there is a chaitya there dedicated to Manjasri.

3 Or Kotwaldar, the place where the Biagmati passes out of the valley.
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water run out. As the water escaped, several Nags
and other animals living in it went out, but he per-
suaded Karkotak, king of the Nags, to remain; and on
the Mésh Sankranti day, having pointed out to him a
large tank to live inl, he gave him power over all the
wealth of the valley.

He then saw Swayambhi, in the form of Biswariipa,
on the day of the full moon in Kartik. He also dis-
covered Guhjéswari, and saw her in the form of
Biswariipa, on the night of the 9th of Pus Krishn.
He then became absorbed in meditation, and worshipped
Swayambhii in the centre of the lotus-flower, whose
root was at Guhjéswari’2. He next made the hill
Padma3, from which place to Guhjéswarl he built a
town called Manju Pattan. He planted trees near
Guhjeswari, and peopled the town with those of his
disciples who wished to live as Grihasths, or house-
holders. To those of them who wished to live as
Bhikshiis, or religious mendicants, he allotted a bihar*,
He then installed a king, by name Dharmakar, and
himself retwrned to China.

Sometime after this, some disciples of Manjusri built
the Manjusri Chaitya, or Buddhist mound, near Swa-
yambh@?, to worship Manjisri in connection with Swa-
yambhii. This took place on the 5th of Magh Sudi.
Therefore®, from that time, the tank appointed as the
dwelling-place of the Nag was called Tau-dahin (or

. 1 The tank called Taudah, of which more hereafter.

* About a quarter of a mile above Pashupati temple, on the left bank of the
Bagmati, and on the north of the Pashupati wood.

3 The same as Swayambha hill.

4 A square of houses, with a shrine inside, used in former times as a monastery,
but nowadays occupied by Banras and their families.

5 This temple is on the western peak of Swayambhi hill,

¢ There seems to be some confusion here in the MS.
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Taudah), t.e., the large tank, and people bathe there on
the Mésh Sankranti, and worship Swayambha Chaitya!
on the day of the full moon in Kartik, when also a
Meéla is held. A great ceremony also takes place at
Guhjéswari on the 9th of Aghan, on which day the
goddess revealed herself ; and likewise at Manjusri
Chaitya on Sri-panchami, or the 5th of Magh Sudi, the
anniversary of its building.

After this, in the same Tréta Yuga, Krakuchhand
Buddh came from Kshémavati, and saw Guhjéswari in
the form of the Swayambhi-light, which led him to
think of consecrating a mountain, after the example of
the other Buddhs, who had formerly visited the place.
With this intention he ascended the high mountain to
the north, and fixed his abode there. He then explained
the merits of Swayambhi and Guhjéswari to his fol-
lowers, and instructed them in the ways and doctrines
of Grihasths and Bhikshiis. He then permitted seven
hundred of his disciples, of the Braihman caste of
Gundhwaj and the Chhétri caste of Abhayandad, to live
as Bhikshiis; but finding no water on the mountain,
with which to perform the Abhishek? on them, he
called on Swayambhi and Guhjéswarl, and said, “Let
water run out of this mountain.” At the same time
he thrust his thumb ‘into the mountain, and made a
hole, through which Ganga Deévi appeared in corporeal
form, and offered Argh®to the Buddh; and then, changing

1 A chaitya is a Buddhist temple; in its primitive form, a mere mound of eartb,
like a barrow; afterwards built of brick or stone in various shapes, with images,
etc., as shown in the plate.

* A person is bathed; then mantras are recited, and holy-water (from the
- Ganges, or from different tirthas mixed) is sprinkled upon him.

3 Water is taken in the sacrificial vessel called argka, and rice, flour and pow-
dered sandalwood are put into the water, which is then poured at the feet of an
image or on a shrine. .
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her form into water, ran out of the mountain on the
Mésh Sankranti day, and became known as Bagmatl.
With this water Krakuchhand performed Abhishék. Half
the hair cut from his disciples’ heads on the mountain
he buried under a mound, and the other half he threw
up into the air. Wherever the hair fell, a stream was
formed, which was called Kesavati, from ks (hair)l
Hence, on the Mésh Sankranti day, people go to this
mountain to bathe in the river, because of its sanctity
in having been brought forth by the command of Kra-
kuchhand ; whence also the place was named Bagdwar.
People also visit the hair-chaitya, and bathz at the
source of the Késavati river on the same day. After
this, Krakuchhand taught the four castes (i.e. Hindis)
the way of living as Grihasths and Bhikshus, worshipping
Swayambh@t and Guhjéswari. Then naming the moun-
tain Phalochcha, he went to Guhjéswari, and saw in the
wood planted by Manjusri the three gods Brahma,
Vishnu, and Mahéswara (Siva), in the form of deer.
He pointed these out to his disciples as worshippers
of Swayambha and Guhjéswari and protectors of the
people. He said also that they had come as prophesied
by Padma-pani-Bodhisatwa-Lokéswara, to whom they
had given their promise to that effect, and had foretold
that, in Kali Yuga, Uméswar Pashupati would be a very
celebrated name. He then called the place Mrigasthali,
after the three deities who appeared in the form of deer2.
He then permitted those of his disciples who wished to
live as Grihasths to inhabit Manju Pattan; and to those
who wished to live as Bhikshus he allotted bihars and

1 Kéeavati is another name for the Vishnumati, which is formed by the junction
of several streams at the N. W. corner of the valley.
? The wood on the left bank of the Bagmati, opposite Pashupati temples.
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temples. Having done all this, he returned to his former
abode.

After this, Mahéswara, in the shape of a deer, dis-
closed himself in the form of light, which pervaded the
seven firmaments above Bhiilok (the earth) and also the
seven firmaments below Rasital (Hades). On seeing
this, Brahma went upwards to see how far the light
extended, and Vishnu went downwards for the same
purpose. The place whence Vishnu departed is called
Vishnu-Gupt, and the Mahadéva was called Pashupati.
From there Leing many Sléshmantak (Lapst) trees, the
forest was called Sléshmantak-ban. Some inspired de-
votees say that this ban was called Sleshmantak because
Mahadéva, having come from Badri Kedar, showed him-
self in it, at the time when three hundred years of the
Treta Yuga remained to be completed. Brahmi and
Vishnu, having returned from their journeys to see how
far the light of Mahadéva extended, met at the place
where Sésh Narayana! is; and on comparing notes,
Vishnu said that he was not able to find the limit to
which the light extended, whilst Brahma declared that
he had gone beyond it. Vishnu then called for witnesses,
and Brahma produced Kamdhénu (the celestial cow),
who, on being asked to declare the truth, corroborated
Brahma’s assertion with her mouth, whilst she shook her
tail by way of denying it. Vishnu then, seeing what
was the truth, uttered a curse on Brahmai, to the effect
that his image should nowhere be worshipped, and on
Kamdhénu, that her mouth should be impure, but her
tail sacred. Having done this, he remained in that place
with the Sésh and cow, but Brahma disappeared.

Dharmiakar Raja, who was made king by Manjusri,

1 A place near Phurphing, a village on the hill south of Kathmandi.
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having no issue, appointed as his successor Dharmapal,
who had come with Krakuchhand and resided in Manju
Pattan. He then died, having obtained salvation through
the worship of Swayambhi. In the same manner many
other persons came, and having gone through a course
of austerities discovered holy places and deities.

In the reign of Raja Sudhanwa, a descendant of Raja
Dharmapal, the Tréta Yuga ended, one-fourth part of
sin having thus displaced the same quantity of virtue.
He was displeased with his palace in Manju Pattan,
and therefore changed his residence to a new one, built
in a town which he founded on the banks of the river
Ikshumati?, and named Sankasyi-nagarl. From this
place he went to Janakpur, where feats of strength
were to be performed by Rajas for the hand of Sita,
the daughter of Raja Janak. Janak, for some reason
which is not known, put Sudhanwa to death, and sent
his own brother Kusdhwaj to reign in his stead at
Sankasya. Kusdhwaj’s descendants ruled the country
for some years, after which the dynasty became extinct.

In the Dwapar Yuga, Kanak Muni Buddh came from
the city of Sobhavati, and, after visiting the shrines of
Swayambhii and Guhjéswari, ascended into heaven, where
he caused Indra, the king of the gods, to practise virtue
(dharm), and then returned to his bihar. After him
Kasyapa Buddh came from Benares, and, after visiting
the shrines of Swayambhid and Guhjéswari, preached
to the people. Then he proceeded to the Gaur country
(Bengal), the king of which, by name Prachand Déva,
gave him a Pindpatra (sacrificial vessel). The Buddh
then directed Prachand Déva to go to Swayambha

1 Now called Tukhucha, a small stream to the east of the British Residency. It
runs into the Bagmati between Thapatali and Kathmanda,
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Chhétra (Nepal), and become the disciple of Gunakar
Bhikshu, a follower of Manjusri. There he was to live
a life of celibacy and beggary, till he had read all the
Shastras, on the completion of which task he was to
forsake that mode of life, become a teacher, and live
for ever. Having given these directions, the Buddh
returned to his abode, and Prachand Déva Rija obeyed
his instructions, abdicated in favour of his son Shakti
Déva, went to Nepal, and lived as a beggar, under the
name of Santikar. In due course he became an Achirya
(teacher), and changed his name to Sant-sri. He then
thought that the Kali Yuga, in which mankind would
be utterly sinful, was approaching. He therefore covered
the Swayambhi light with a stone, and built a chaitya
and temple over it. He then built five rooms named
Basupiir, Agnipar, Bayupir, Nagpar, and Santipir?,in the
last of which he lived, absorbed in devout meditation.
Once upon a time a certain Pandit, of Vikram Sil
Bihar in Benares, named Dharma Sri Mitra, was reciting
some moral traditions from a book, when he came to the
mantra of twelve letters, which he could not explain.
Ascribing this inability to his not having visited Man-
jusri, he determined to go to see him, and for this pur-
pose went to Swayambhi. Manjusri, having become
aware of this through meditation, also went to Nepil,
and began to plough a field, having yoked for that
purpose a lion and a sardidl (griffin). Seeing this strange
sight, Dharma Sri Mitra went up to Manjusri, and asked
the way to China. Manjusri replied that it was too
late that day to commence his journey, and took him

1 These rooms are said still to exist round the Swayambhi temple, and a
bhikshu lives in one of them. In SantipGr it is said that there is a passage leading
to a subterranean room under the mound, in which Santikar died.
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to his house, where he instantly caused a good bihar
to spring up, in which he lodged his guest. During the
night Dharma Sri Mitra overheard some conversation
between Manjusri and his wife, which made known to
him the disguised Manjusri, and he slept at the threshold
of his room. In the morning Manjusri made him his
disciple, and told him the meaning of the mantra. The
bihar, in which he lodged, he called Vikram Sil Bihar,
and the field which he was ploughing, when met by
Dharma Sri Mitra, he called Sawa Bhimi; and to this
day this is the field in which rice is planted before all
the other fields in the valley®.

Hearing that there was no Raja in this country,
a descendant of Raja Sakti Déva came from Gaur.
One of his descendants, Gunkamdéva, having committed
incest, the gods were displeased, and sent a drought
and famine on the country. He then, having been
initiated in the mysteries by Santikar Acharya, who
lived concealed in the Santipar of Swayambhi, brought
the nine Nags under his control, and caused them to
give a plentiful rain. When he was performing the
ceremonies to summon the Nags, Karkotak, who lived
in the Nag-dah, did not come, but the other eight did.
Upon this Santikar Acharya gave Gunkamdéva some
dib-grass and kund-flowers, through the virtue of which
he jumped into the tank, and catching hold of Karkétak,
made him a prisoner. On his way home he became
tired, and sat down to rest at the foot of the Swa-
yambhit mount. This place is still marked by an image
of Karkotak, at the south-east corner of the mount,

1 Vikram 8il Bihar is now Thambabhil (valgarly Thamél), a suburb on the north
side of Kathmandf.  Sawa Bhiimi is now called Bhagwin’s Khét, a field about a

quarter of a mile south-west of the Residency. It belongs to the priests of Thamél
and is the first spot planted with rioce every year.
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called Nagsilal, The road by which he brought the
Nag was called Nagbata. When Gunkamdéva brought
Karkotak before Santikar Acharya, his spiritual guide,
all the Nags worshipped him, and they each gave him
a likeness of themselves, drawn with their own blood,
and declared that, whenever there was a drought here-
after, plentiful rain would fall as soon as these pictures
were worshipped?. _

During the reign of Sinha Kétu, a descendant of
Gunkamdéva, there was a virtuous merchant by name
Sinhal. On a certain occasion he took five hundred
Baniyas and proceeded northwards® to Sinhal Dwip
(Ceylon). On the way they saw a golden chaitya, and,
in spite of Sinhal’s warning, the Baniyas took away gold
from it. After crossing with great difficulty the arm
of the ocean, in the passage of whic